5E-2.036 Restrictions on the Use of Methyl Bromide as a Soil Fumigant; Application Equipment Requirements.

(1) DEFINITIONS:

(a) The term “application site” means the specific field being treated with methyl bromide.

(b) The term “application equipment” means any purgeable equipment used for the application of methyl bromide as a soil fumigant.

(c) The term “designated agent” means a commercial applicator retained for the purpose of applying methyl bromide. The term may also apply to a grower or grower’s employee who is a certified applicator.

(d) The term “operator” means any person on the application equipment during methyl bromide application.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATES:

(a) Effective January 31, 1991, any formulation of methyl bromide registered for distribution and sale in Florida for soil fumigation shall contain a minimum of 0.5% chloropicrin as a warning agent.

(b) Effective January 31, 1992, any formulation of methyl bromide in channels of trade in Florida registered for distribution and sale as a soil fumigant shall contain a minimum of 0.5% chloropicrin as a warning agent.

(c) All provisions of this rule except those contained in paragraph (2)(b) shall become effective January 31, 1991.

(3) APPLICATOR REQUIREMENTS:

A designated agent must be present at the application site during all phases of methyl bromide application or handling.

(4) APPLICATION EQUIPMENT:

(a) The use of any non-purgeable methyl bromide application apparatus is prohibited.

(b) Application equipment and methods for the use of methyl bromide as a soil fumigant shall meet the following requirements:

1. Teflon* hoses reinforced with stainless steel wire braid or its equivalent between any fumigant container and the flow divider. Lines from any flow divider to the point of injection shall be of materials approved by the manufacturer for methyl bromide service;

2. Injection apparatus of a length sufficient to insure an injection depth of not less than six inches below the soil surface unless amended product labeling approved by the Department states otherwise;

3. Soil shall be adequately sealed by rolling, tarping or packing to prevent escape of methyl bromide;

4. Operator seats located over injection apparatus shall be in such a position to prevent worker exposure.

(5) SAFETY EQUIPMENT:

(a) At least five gallons of potable water shall be kept on the application equipment clearly marked “Decontamination Water – Not To Be Used For Drinking”. An additional supply of water, not less than five gallons, so marked, shall be kept at a separate location on the application site.

(b) A self-contained breathing apparatus shall be on site, but not located on the application equipment.

(6) EXEMPTIONS:

(a) Methyl bromide fumigation, by raised tarp method, of plant beds and other small areas; and

(b) Methyl bromide fumigation of potting mix, greenhouse soils, and sites treated specifically for control of ants.

* DuPont Registered Trademark.
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