5K-1.003 Application for Inspection, Fees, Rejection of Application, Updates, Renewal, Official Numbers and Withdrawal of Inspection.

(1) Any person engaged in the slaughter of animals or the preparation of animal products within the state, except those establishments operating under federal inspection, shall make application to the department for inspection.

(a) Applicants requesting a Grant of Inspection shall prepare and submit to the department for approval Form DACS 14652, Rev. 9/95, entitled “Application for Meat and/or Poultry Grant of Inspection”. The application shall be accompanied by: two copies of establishment blueprints that match physical facility; Form DACS 14647, Rev. 3/95, entitled “Brand Authorization Certificate”; Form DACS 14660, Rev. 2/95, entitled “Inedible Disposal Letter”; Form DACS 14661, Rev. 1/94, entitled “Meat Establishment Profile”; Form DACS 14663, Rev. 1/94, entitled “Inspection Overtime Agreement”; Form DACS 14665, Rev. 10/94, entitled “Blueprint Checklis”; Form DACS 14667, Rev. 9/95, entitled “Blueprint and/or Specifications Waiver Request”; Form DACS 14668, Rev. 3/94, entitled “Letter of Appointment of Plant Sanitarian”; a Certificate of Water Potability from the appropriate health unit if a private water source is used; and a Letter of Sewage Approval from the appropriate local authority. Forms DACS 14652, Rev. 9/95; DACS 14647, Rev. 3/95; DACS 14660, Rev. 2/95; DACS 14661, Rev. 1/94; DACS 14663, Rev. 1/94; DACS 14665, Rev. 10/94; DACS 14667, Rev. 9/95; and DACS 14668, Rev. 3/94 are adopted and incorporated by reference herein. The forms may be obtained by writing or visiting the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Food Safety, Bureau of Food and Meat Inspection, 281 Administration Building, 3125 Conner Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1650.

(b) Applicants requesting a Custom Exempt Meat Establishment Permit shall prepare and submit to the department for approval Form DACS 14654, Rev. 9/95, entitled “Application for Permit to Operate a Custom Exempt Meat Establishment”. The application shall be accompanied by: two copies of establishment blueprints that match physical facility; Form DACS 14660, Rev. 2/95, entitled “Inedible Disposal Letter”; Form DACS 14661, Rev. 1/94, entitled “Meat Establishment Profile”; Form DACS 14665, Rev. 10/94, entitled “Blueprint Checklist”; Form DACS 14667, Rev. 9/95, entitled “Blueprint and/or Specifications Waiver Request”; Form DACS 14668, Rev. 3/94, entitled “Letter of Appointment of Plant Sanitarian”; a Certificate of Water Potability from the providing entity if a public water source is used, or from the appropriate health unit if a private water source is used; and a Letter of Sewage Approval from the appropriate local authority. Form DACS 14654, Rev. 9/95 is adopted and incorporated by reference herein. The forms may be obtained by writing or visiting the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Food Safety, Bureau of Food and Meat Inspection, 281 Administration Building, 3125 Conner Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1650.

(c) Prior to initiation of operations under any Grant of Inspection or Custom Exempt Meat Establishment Permit, the applicant shall also obtain approval for a Schedule of Operations, using the form specified in paragraph 5K-1.0051(1)(a), F.A.C., of this chapter.

(2) The department shall charge a fee of $150 to defray the cost of processing a Grant of Inspection. The department shall charge a fee of $75 to defray the cost of processing a Custom Exempt Meat Establishment Permit.

(3) Any application for inspection service of animal slaughter or the processing of meat and/or poultry meat, meat and/or poultry food products or meat and/or poultry byproducts shall be rejected by the department whenever the requirements contained in the Code of Federal Regulations as adopted by reference in subsection 5K-1.019(1), F.A.C., of this chapter are not substantially met. Interested parties may obtain copies of this Code of Federal Regulations by contacting the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Print Office, mail stop SSOP, Washington, D.C. 20402-9328. Copies are available for examination at the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Food Safety, Bureau of Food and Meat Inspection, 281 Administration Building, 3125 Conner Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida. The department shall reject an Application for Meat and/or Poultry Inspection if it is determined that the applicant made an intentional false statement on the application or on required accompanying forms.

(4) If the establishment meets the requirements for inspection pursuant to this chapter, the department will issue a Grant of Inspection or a Custom Exempt Meat Establishment Permit and an establishment number.

(5) Any applicant to whom a Grant of Inspection or a Custom Exempt Meat Establishment Permit has been issued shall notify the department of any change in the information submitted on or with the application.

(a) Any change in ownership, or in percentage of ownership of a corporate or other jointly-held permit, or a change in the plant location named on the application shall invalidate a Grant of Inspection or Custom Exempt Meat Establishment Permit issued by the department. In such cases, the department shall cease inspection of the establishment until a new application for Grant of Inspection or Custom Exempt Meat Establishment Permit is submitted, along with all required forms and other information specified in subsection (1) of this rule and the appropriate fee for processing specified in subsection (2) of this rule.

(b) Any other information on the application for a Grant of Inspection shall be updated by the applicant by submitting to the department for approval Form DACS 14652U, Rev. 9/95, entitled “Updated Application for Meat and/or Poultry Grant of Inspection”. Form DACS 14652U, Rev. 9/95 is adopted and incorporated by reference herein. This form may be obtained by writing or visiting the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Food Safety, Bureau of Food and Meat Inspection, 281 Administration Building, 3125 Conner Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1650. There shall be no fee assessed for processing an updated application in accordance with this paragraph.

(c) In the event that any information required to be provided in subsection (1) of this rule becomes invalid, other than that on the application, the holder of a Grant of Inspection or a Custom Exempt Meat Establishment Permit shall submit correct updated information to the department on such form as described in subsection (1) as will reflect the appropriate information.

(6) Renewal of Grant of Inspection or Custom Exempt Meat Establishment Permit.

(a) Each Grant of Inspection issued on or before July 1, 1994 shall expire on December 31, 1995. Each Grant of Inspection issued after July 1, 1994 shall be issued for a 3-year period. An application to renew a Grant of Inspection must be received by the department at least 30 days before the expiration of the grant, including all forms and information specified in paragraph (1)(a) of this rule, except that Form DACS 14647, “Brand Authorization Certificate”, is not required to be submitted for renewal of an existing Grant of Inspection.

(b) Each Custom Exempt Meat Establishment Permit issued on or before July 1, 1994 shall expire on December 31, 1996. Each Custom Exempt Meat Establishment Permit issued after July 1, 1994 shall be issued for a 3-year period. An application to renew a Custom Exempt Meat Establishment Permit must be received by the department at least 30 days before the expiration date, including all forms and information specified in paragraph (1)(b) of this rule.

(c) The department shall charge a fee as specified in subsection (2) of this rule to defray the cost of processing renewal of a Grant of Inspection or a Custom Exempt Meat Establishment Permit.

(7) Each establishment operating under a grant of inspection shall use the establishment number issued by the department to identify all inspected and passed products in the establishment. More than one number shall not be assigned to an establishment.

(8) The control and title of any brands and/or labels, whether furnished by the department, or manufactured for the establishment with the approval of the department, shall in the event of discontinuance or termination of inspection in the establishment, remain the property of and be returned to the department.

(9) Inspection may be suspended or withdrawn from any establishment operating under the provisions of this chapter which violates or fails to comply with any provision of Chapter 585, Florida Statutes, or this chapter. Any of the following violations shall constitute grounds for suspension or withdrawal of inspection from an establishment:

(a) Insanitary conditions where it is possible for products to become adulterated;

(b) Failure to destroy condemned products;

(c) Interference with department employees pursuant to s. 585.006, Florida Statutes;

(d) Inhumane slaughter or handling of animals;

(e) Working outside the Schedule of Operations as approved by the department;

(f) Failure to maintain facility in accordance with the standards adopted by Rule 5K-1.019, F.A.C.;

(g) Failure to reimburse the department for overtime or holiday inspection services pursuant to paragraph 5K-1.051(1)(b), F.A.C.; or

(h) Violation of any provision of Chapter 585, Florida Statutes, or this chapter.

The establishment shall not operate while inspection has been withdrawn or suspended.
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