5K-1.021 Inspection of Nontraditional Livestock - Requirements, Scheduling, Inspection Marks, Fees.

(1) A holder of a current Grant of Inspection may request that the department inspect nontraditional livestock slaughtered at the granted establishment. The applicant may also request that the department inspect the processing of nontraditional livestock products, provided the slaughter is also carried out under inspection. The request must be made by submitting an “Updated Application for Meat and/or Poultry Grant of Inspection”, as adopted in paragraph 5K-1.003(5)(b), F.A.C., and two copies of revised establishment blueprints if facility changes are necessary to carry out the slaughter or processing. The application must specifically identify the type of nontraditional livestock to be inspected.

(2) Before approving the request to perform such inspections, the department shall conduct a review of establishment facilities to determine the suitability of facilities for holding, slaughter and preparation of the animal to be slaughtered.

(a) Establishments requesting inspection of bison, buffalo, cattalo or deer must meet all requirements for slaughtering or processing of animals other than poultry.

(b) Establishments requesting inspection of ratites (ostrich, emu, or rhea) must meet all requirements for slaughtering or processing of poultry, provided however facilities may utilize equipment for handling single animals or carcasses rather than conveyer lines.

1. A separate defeathering room shall be required in any establishment prior to the slaughter of ratites. The defeathering room shall have adequate exhaust ventilation to assure that airborne feather parts, dander, or other insanitary material do not contaminate the animal carcass.

2. The letter “P” shall be appended to the establishment number when used in connection to the slaughter or processing of ratites.

(c) The department shall require such further facility and/or equipment modifications or additions necessary to hold, slaughter and process the type of nontraditional livestock to be inspected.

(3) After receiving written approval from the department for slaughter of a nontraditional livestock type, the establishment must coordinate any slaughter and processing activities to be inspected with the inspector-in-charge and/or the area supervisor. Scheduling of antemortem and postmortem inspection shall be made at least 1 week in advance of the projected slaughter dates. The performance of any inspections of nontraditional livestock by the department is contingent upon the availability of inspection personnel at the requested time and location.

(4) All slaughter and processing of inspected animals must be carried out in accordance with applicable sanitation requirements of this chapter.

(a) Adequate time for a department inspector to observe the animal(s) at rest and in motion must be allowed prior to antemortem inspection. Each animal shall be adequately identified if moved to another location for slaughter. The inspector shall be notified of any implanted microchip or other inedible item in any animal.

(b) Slaughter must be humanely accomplished in accordance with this chapter, and the animal must be promptly bled and eviscerated.

(c) Carcasses, parts and products derived from nontraditional livestock shall be handled in such a way to ensure proper identification and separation from other animal products until they are shipped from the establishment under inspection.

(d) Any animal carcass or part inspected pursuant to this rule which is found upon antemortem or postmortem inspection to be unsound, unhealthful, adulterated, unwholesome or otherwise unfit for human food shall be condemned. Such carcass or parts shall be marked conspicuously by the inspector with the words “Florida Inspected and Condemned.” Such carcass or parts shall be made unfit for human consumption, under the supervision of the inspector.

1. Postmortem inspection procedures for bison, buffalo and cattalo shall be the same as those for cattle.

2. Postmortem inspection procedures for deer shall be the same as those for sheep.

3. Postmortem inspection procedures for ratites shall be the same as those for poultry, except inspection may be performed on a suspended carcass rather than on a conveyer belt where approved.

(5) A mark of inspection approved by the department shall be used to identify inspected carcasses and primal parts derived from nontraditional livestock.

(a) Application for inspection brand must be submitted to the department on Form DACS 14647, Rev. 3/95, entitled ‘Brand Authorization Certificate.” This form is adopted by reference and incorporated herein.

(b) The brand shall be fabricated from brass. The brand impression shall consist of a triangle, the base of which shall be 2 to 21/4 inches wide, with the other two sides equal in length and 2 1/4 to 2 1/2 inches long. The triangle shall enclose a three-line notation, the upper line being the abbreviation “FL”, the middle line being the establishment number as assigned by the department, and the lower line being the abbreviation “INSP’D & P’S’D” representing the phrase “Inspected and Passed.” The lower line of lettering shall be in an arched format. The lettering shall be no smaller than 3/16 inch in height. The control and title of any brands approved pursuant to this chapter shall remain the property of the department.

(c) The carcass or primal parts of ostrich, emu or rhea inspected and passed as prescribed in this chapter shall be branded. The livers, hearts and tongues of ostrich, emu or rhea shall not be required to be branded. The identity of all parts derived from nontraditional livestock shall be maintained by labeling or tagging the product container or covering in a manner acceptable to the department inspector in charge.

(d) Sketches of proposed labels for use with any processed product inspected pursuant to this rule must be submitted to the department for approval in accordance with ss. 585.79(3) and (4), Florida Statutes, and provisions of this chapter.

1. The labels of processed products derived in whole or in part from nontraditional livestock as defined in ss. 585.93(7), Florida Statutes, must bear an approved triangular mark of inspection, surrounding the establishment number and the appropriate inspection notation as an integral part of the label. The notation for products derived from deer, bison, buffalo, cattalo or related animals shall be “Florida Inspected and Passed”. The notation for products derived from ostrich, emu or rhea shall be “Florida Inspected for Wholesomeness”.

2. Products labeled as derived from nontraditional livestock shall be deemed misbranded if any of the criteria listed in s.585.73, Florida Statutes, are violated.

(6) The cost for inspection of nontraditional livestock shall be reimbursed to the department by the establishment. The inspection fee shall be based on hours spent in inspection activity, including time spent in travel for the purpose of conducting such inspection. Time shall be accurately recorded by the inspector to the nearest quarter hour and acknowledged by the establishment receiving the inspection service. The fee shall consider the average cost to the department for hourly salary and benefits paid to an inspector, expenses incurred in carrying out the inspection, and reasonable overhead costs. Inspection fees are $18.77 per hour for inspection services performed during normal working hours and $21.19 per hour for services performed during overtime hours or on holidays. Invoicing for nontraditional livestock inspection service will be made monthly. Payment for service is required upon receipt of the invoice and becomes delinquent 30 days after the date of the invoice. Failure to reimburse the department for voluntary inspection service of nontraditional livestock shall result in immediate suspension of inspection service to that establishment.

Specific Authority 585.002(4), 585.715(2), 585.93 FS. Law Implemented 585.93 FS. History–New 1-17-96.

