5L-1.015 Depuration Plant Operations.

(1) Source of shellfish – Shellfish shall be accepted for treatment at a shellfish treatment plant only from areas specified by the Department pursuant to Rule 5L-1.009, F.A.C. The plant supervisor or representative shall inspect all containers of untreated shellfish upon arrival at the plant to verify that they contain the species and quantity stated on the monitor’s reports.

(2) Shellfish containers – Shellfish shall be accepted for treatment and released after treatment in clean containers only. All containers shall be constructed of non-absorbent and rust-proof material, and kept clean and free from foreign matter. Burlap bags or similar absorbent material shall not be used for transporting shellfish to the treatment plant nor for the removal of shellfish from the plant.

(3) Culling – All untreated shellfish, prior to, or upon arrival at the plant, shall be thoroughly inspected and culled by personnel under the supervision of the plant supervisor or representative. All dead shellfish or shellfish in broken or cracked shells shall be destroyed. The plant supervisor or representative shall be responsible for the culling and the removal and disposal of dead shellfish or shellfish with broken or cracked shells both before and after depuration.

(4) Washing shellfish – All shellfish shall be thoroughly washed prior to and after treatment. Immersion of shellfish for washing purposes is prohibited.

(5) Baskets used in treatment process – All baskets used in the treatment process shall be of suitable size, designed for easy handling, and made of impervious material. Baskets shall be of such design to allow water to flow freely over the shellfish in the treatment tanks. Baskets shall not be filled beyond the level which will allow free circulation of water during the treatment process. The height of the shellfish in the baskets shall not exceed 6'' inches. Baskets shall be stacked in such a manner as to allow free circulation of water. Containers used for treatment purposes shall not be used for any other purpose, and no containers or other equipment shall be placed in the treatment tanks.

(6) Shellfish treatment – All shellfish, upon receipt at the treatment plant, shall be promptly treated or placed in controlled storage. Shellfish from approved growing waters which are to undergo wet storage shall be segregated from shellfish from restricted or conditional restricted waters. Shellfish for wet storage shall be treated by a Department approved scheduled wet storage process (SWSP). Shellfish from restricted or conditionally restricted waters shall undergo a Department approved scheduled depuration process (SDP).

(7) Washing treatment tanks – After each 24 hours that the shellfish are in the treatment tanks, the seawater in the tanks shall be drained out and the shellfish hosed down thoroughly. Feces, pseudo-feces, and any other waste matter must be flushed out of the tank. Immediately after hosing, the tanks shall again be filled with treated seawater. Treatment tanks employing some form of refrigeration shall be drained and thoroughly washed after each depuration period or lot of shellfish depurated.
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