5L-1.019 Laboratory Procedures and Sample Testing.

(1) Samples of shellfish, processing water, or ice, may be taken at any reasonable time or place by the Department and examined for compliance with sections of this chapter. Samples of shellfish shall be furnished by processors of such shellfish upon request of the Department. Samples will be collected and appropriate sample collection and receipt forms will be used by Department staff to document sample collections. Forms include DACS 15005, Collection/Analysis Water Report, revision 7/2000, DACS 15004, Shellfish Sample Collection Report, revision 7/2000, and DACS 15013, Receipt for Samples, revision 7/2000. These forms are herein incorporated by reference, and obtainable by writing the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Aquaculture, 1203 Governors Square Boulevard, 5th Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32301.

(2) Bacterial examinations of shellfish and seawater shall be conducted in accordance with The Recommended Procedures for Bacterial Examination of Seawater and Shellfish Fifth Edition, 1985 published by the American Public Health Association which is hereby incorporated herein by reference and is available for inspection at the Department’s office, located at 1203 Governors Square Boulevard, 5th Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32301. Bacteriological examinations of seawater employing the fecal coliform Membrane Filter (MF) colony forming unit procedure referenced in paragraph 5L-1.003(2)(b) and subsection 5L-1.003(4), F.A.C., shall be conducted in accordance with Enumeration of fecal coliforms and E. coli in marine and estuarine waters: an alternative to the APHA-MPN approach written by Scott R. Rippey, Willard N. Adams, and William D. Watkins and published in the Journal Water Pollution Control Federation Volume 59, Number 8, pages 795 – 798, August 1987, which is hereby incorporated herein by reference. This procedure is terminated at the fecal coliform stage. The urease step is not required. This reference is available for inspection at the Department’s office, located at 1203 Governors Square Boulevard, 5th Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32301.

(3) Laboratory staff shall, upon request of the Department, allow observation of analytical techniques to determine compliance with subsection (2) above.

(4) The laboratory must be certified by the Department in accordance with Appendix L of the National Shellfish Sanitation Program Model Ordinance.
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