5M-3.002 Definitions.

(1) “Agricultural Nutrient Management Plan” (“ANMP”) means a site-specific plan establishing rates at which nutrient-containing materials can be land applied so as to meet crop nutrient needs while minimizing the amount of pollutant discharged to waters of the State. The ANMP shall include site-specific Best Management Practices to address all relevant operation and maintenance activities. The ANMP shall be consistent with the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) Field Office Technical Guide and the USDA’s Comprehensive Nutrient Management Planning Technical Guidance (CNMP) located in Part 600.5 of the National Planning Procedures Handbook Amendment 4, which may be viewed or copied by going to http://www.floridaagwaterpolicy.com/links.html, or obtained from USDA/NRCS, P. O. Box 141510, 2614 N. W. 43rd Street, Gainesville, FL 32614-1510.

(2) “Agronomic Rates” means the application of nutrients to the soil that equals the rate of nutrient uptake, by existing or planned agriculture crop or pasture grass, required to produce a reasonably expected yield while minimizing adverse environmental effects.

(3) “Animal Wastes” means manure, used bedding, litter, feed, soil, urine, compost, and process wastewater from animal production areas.

(4) “Technical Service Provider” (“TSP”) means an individual, or an entity or public agency having an employee or employees who meet the minimum NRCS criteria for providing technical service for conservation planning or a specific conservation practice or system. The minimum criteria for providing technical service are outlined in 7 CFR Part 652, subpart B, effective November 20, 2002. Individuals who meet the minimum NRCS criteria must be approved and certified by the USDA/NRCS State Conservationist and placed on the approved list to provide technical service to program participants or to the Department.

(5) “Conservation Plan” means:

(a) A record of the landowner’s decisions and supporting information for treatment of a unit of land or water as a result of the planning process that is consistent with the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) quality criteria for each natural resource (soil, water, air, plants, and animals) and takes into account economic, social, and site specific considerations. The plan must be consistent with the United States Department of Agriculture/Natural Resources Conservation Service (USDA/NRCS) National Planning Procedures Handbook Amendment 4, effective March 2003, and shall specify the schedule of operations and land activities needed to solve identified natural resource problems. The National Planning Procedures Handbook Amendment 4 may be viewed or copied by going to http://www.floridaagwaterpolicy.com/links.html, or obtained from USDA/NRCS, P. O. Box 141510, 2614 N. W. 43rd St., Gainesville, FL 32614-1510; or,

(b) For those landowners otherwise not eligible for USDA/NRCS cost-share programs, or where a Conservation Plan to a Resource Management System (RMS) level cannot be obtained, an alternative plan may be approved by the Department. Where justified, based on site specific considerations, the alternative plan may vary from the guidance provided in paragraphs 5M-3.004(3)(a) through (d), F.A.C. During plan development the Department shall consult with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to ensure that the plan is supported by sufficient scientific justification that water resource protection equivalent to a USDA/NRCS Conservation Plan will be provided.

(6) “Field Office Technical Guide” (“FOTG” or “eFOTG”, the online electronic version) means the current official Florida NRCS series that includes volume I-V, which sets forth the guidelines, criteria, and standards for planning and applying conservation treatments, which may be viewed or copied by going to http://www.floridaagwaterpolicy.com/links.html, or obtained from USDA/NRCS, P.O. Box 141510, 2614 N.W. 43rd St., Gainesville, FL 32614-1510. 

(7) “Nutrient Management Plan” means a component of a site specific Conservation Plan that is designed and applied according to the USDA/NRCS conservation practice standard included in Section IV, Code 590 Nutrient Management, of the FOTG/eFOTG (February 2003). Nutrient Management Plans specify the amount, placement, form, and timing of the application of nutrients including manure and animal by-products, and soil amendments. Nutrient Management Plans are applicable to all lands where plant nutrients and soil amendments are applied. The Nutrient Management section of the FOTG/eFOTG, Code 590, Conservation Practice Standard may be viewed or copied by going to http://www.floridaagwaterpolicy.com/PDFs/ Conservation_Prac._Standard590.pdf
(8) “Lake Okeechobee Watershed” means Lake Okeechobee and the area surrounding and tributary to Lake Okeechobee, composed of the surrounding hydrologic basins, as defined in Section 373.4595(2)(i), F.S.
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