6A-3.0151 School Bus Driver Physical Examination and Medical Examiners Certificate.

(1) The physical standards established by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration pursuant to 49 C.F.R. sections 391.41 and 391.43 shall be applicable to all school bus drivers within the state. Any individual who has been performing as a school bus driver who is disqualified as a result of the enactment of this rule shall be afforded a priority in reemployment with the school district in another capacity as positions become available for such employment.

(2) Resolution of conflicts of medical evaluations. In the event that the approved school board medical examiner’s determination of noncertification of a school bus driver is inconsistent with a second medical examination administered by a qualified medical examiner chosen by the school bus driver the conflict shall be resolved as follows:

(a) A third medical examiner will be chosen by the two (2) medical examiners in disagreement and shall be a licensed physician who is a specialist in the field of medicine related to the condition(s) in question.

(b) The third physician shall be given copies of both medical examiners’ forms and the test results upon which the findings are based, and a complete description of the requirements of the bus driver’s responsibilities.

(c) The third physician shall conduct any applicable tests as are necessary.

(d) The findings of the third physician shall be the basis of determination for certification or noncertification.

(3) Waiver of certain physical conditions. A person who is not physically qualified under 49 CFR section 391.41(b)(1) or (2) and other standards which may be included in Federal Code and who is otherwise qualified to drive a motor vehicle, may drive a school bus if granted a waiver using 49 CFR section 391.41 as a guideline for evaluation by the Deputy Commissioner for Finance and Operations or designee. Applications for waiver shall be made following the procedures and requirements contained in 49 CFR section 391.49 except that applications shall be made to and administered by the Deputy Commissioner for Finance and Operations or designee.

(4) Form ESE 479, Physical Examination for School Bus Driver and Medical Examiners Certificate, as adopted in subsection 6A-3.0141(3), F.A.C., shall be used for recording the results of the physical examination. This form may be obtained from the Administrator of School Transportation Management Section or Information Services and Accountability, Department of Education, 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.

(5) The physical examination shall be performed according to the School Bus Driver Physical Standards: Medical Regulatory Criteria for Physical Examinations which is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of this rule to become effective November 1994. This document may be obtained from the Bureau of Career Development, Department of Education, 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399. This document is a compilation of physical evaluation criteria and guidelines which have been published in the Federal Register and which contain specific instructions for medical examiners performing examinations. The procedures for obtaining a waiver referenced in the document shall be consistent with those found in subsection (2) of this rule.

(6) The Medical Examiners Certificate shall be valid until the date of expiration on the certificate and shall be carried on the driver in person while the bus is in operation.
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