6A-6.09021 Annual English Language Proficiency Assessment for English Language Learners (ELLs).

(1) All students classified as ELLs shall be assessed annually on the Comprehensive English Language Learning Assessment (CELLA). A former ELL shall be assessed on CELLA during the school year in which the student exits from the English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) program. 

(2) The CELLA shall be administered in accordance with standard written instructions appropriate for the examination. The written instructions will be issued by the Commissioner in the form of directions for administration and other written communications, and provided to school districts in sufficient time prior to each test.

(3) Provisions shall be made by school districts to administer the test to students who are absent on the designated testing dates according to directions specified by the Commissioner. The directions will be issued in the form of test administration manuals and other written communications, and provided to school districts in sufficient time prior to each test.

(4) Beginning with the effective date of this rule, the English language proficiency levels for Oral Skills, Writing, and Reading shall be as shown below:

	Oral Skills (listening and speaking) grade cluster scale scores by English Language Proficiency Level:

	Grade 

Clusters
	Beginning
	Low Intermediate
	High Intermediate
	Proficient

	K-2
	495-632
	633-649
	650-672
	673-755

	3-5
	560-675
	676-697
	698-719
	720-805

	6-8
	565-680
	681-712
	713-732
	733-830

	9-12
	580-681
	682-713
	714-738
	739-835

	Writing grade cluster scale scores by English Language Proficiency Level:

	Grade 

Clusters
	Beginning
	Low Intermediate
	High Intermediate
	Proficient

	K-2
	515-636
	637-657
	658-689
	690-775

	3-5
	575-674
	675-702
	703-726
	727-825

	6-8
	580-687
	688-719
	720-745
	746-845

	9-12
	600-689
	690-720
	721-745
	746-850


	Grade 

Clusters
	Beginning
	Low Intermediate
	High Intermediate
	Proficient

	K-2
	345-545
	546-628
	629-689
	690-800

	3-5
	590-689
	690-714
	715-733
	734-810

	6-8
	600-713
	714-741
	742-758
	759-815

	9-12
	605-743
	744-761
	762-777
	778-820


(5) The Commissioner shall annually review the CELLA performance data, the CELLA cut scores and the CELLA English proficiency levels. After consulting with experts in the fields of second language acquisition and assessment, and other stakeholder groups, the Commissioner shall recommend to the State Board of Education whether to maintain the existing cut scores and proficiency levels or make changes as may be necessary to the scores, proficiency levels or other requirements of this rule.
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