6A-6.0785 Charter School Applicant Training Standards. 

Training will be provided to charter school applicants in accordance with Section 1002.33(6)(f), F.S.

(1)(a) Standards for charter school applicant training are specified in the Charter School Applicant Training Standards Certification Form, hereinafter, Form IEPC-TS, (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-00652) which is hereby incorporated by reference to become a part of this rule to become effective October 25, 2011.

(b) Form IEPC-TS establishes the standards for charter school applicant training. The standards were developed by the Department pursuant to Section 1002.33(6)(f), F.S., and address the following topics: charter school laws and rules, charter school sponsor duties and services, developing and adjusting business plans, accounting for costs and income, accurate financial planning and good business practices, charter school audit requirements, and identifying and applying for the types and amounts of state and federal financial assistance a charter school may be eligible to receive.

(c) Copies of Form IEPC-TS may be obtained from the Office of Independent Education and Parental Choice, Department of Education, 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, or on the School Choice web site at www.floridaschoolchoice.org.

(2) A sponsor intending to require charter school applicants to participate in training provided by the sponsor in lieu of the Department’s training, must annually certify that the sponsor’s training standards meet or exceed the standards developed by the Department through the following process:

(a) The sponsor shall complete, sign, and submit a Form IEPC-TS prior to offering training to approved charter school applicants no later than January 31 of each year. The form shall be submitted to the Office of Independent Education and Parental Choice, Florida Department of Education, 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.

(b) Upon receipt of Form IEPC-TS, the Department will, within ten (10) business days, notify the sponsor if the form is complete and satisfactorily demonstrates that the sponsor’s standards meet or exceed the standards developed by the Department. If the form is not complete, or if additional information is required, the Department will notify the sponsor in writing.

(c) Upon receipt of notification that Form IEPC-TS has been accepted by the Department the sponsor shall:

1. Send written or electronic notification about the training requirement to all approved charter school applicants for the most recent application cycle; and,

2. Post a notice about the required training in a prominent place on the sponsor’s internet web site.

(3) A sponsor that does not intend to require charter school applicants to participate in training provided by the sponsor in lieu of the Department’s training shall provide notification of the applicant training requirement established by Section 1002.33(6)(f)2., F.S., by sending written or electronic notification to all approved charter school applicants for the most recent application cycle. The notification shall include the Department’s charter school website.

(4) Applicant training must be offered annually and scheduled in a manner that provides all approved applicants a reasonable opportunity to participate at least 30 days prior to the first day of classes at the charter school.

(5) Upon completion of the training, the provider shall present a certificate of participation to the applicant and maintain a record of the training date and the name and title of each attendee, including whether or not the attendee was a high-performing charter school or high-performing charter school system applicant.

(6) The sponsor may not require charter school applicants to attend sponsor training in lieu of the Department’s training prior to the effective date of the rule as amended. 
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