6A-6.03011 Special Programs for Students Who Are Mentally Handicapped.

(1) Mentally handicapped. A mental handicap is defined as significantly sub-average general intellectual functioning existing concurrently with deficits in adaptive behavior and manifested during the developmental period. Mentally handicapped students shall be classified as:

(a) Educable mentally handicapped. An educable mentally handicapped student is a student who is mildly impaired in intellectual and adaptive behavior and whose development reflects a reduced rate of learning. The measured intelligence of an educable mentally handicapped student generally falls between two (2) and three (3) standard deviations below the mean and the assessed adaptive behavior falls below that of other students of the same age and socio-cultural group.

(b) Trainable mentally handicapped. A trainable mentally handicapped student is a student who is moderately or severely impaired in intellectual and adaptive behavior and whose development reflects a reduced rate of learning. The measured intelligence of a trainable mentally handicapped student generally falls between three (3) and five (5) standard deviations below the mean and the assessed adaptive behavior falls below that of other students of the same age and socio-cultural group.

(c) Profoundly mentally handicapped. A profoundly mentally handicapped student is a student who is profoundly impaired in intellectual and adaptive behavior and whose development reflects a reduced rate of learning. The measured intelligence of a profoundly mentally handicapped student generally falls below five (5) standard deviations below the mean and the assessed adaptive behavior falls below that of other students of the same age and socio-cultural group.

(2) Criteria for eligibility. A student is eligible for a special program for the mentally handicapped if there is evidence that the student meets all of the following criteria:

(a) The measured level of general intellectual functioning is two (2) or more standard deviations below the mean as prescribed in paragraphs 6A-6.03011(1)(a)-(c), F.A.C. The standard error of measurement may be considered in individual cases. The profile of intellectual functioning shows consistent sub-average performance in a majority of areas evaluated;

(b) The assessed level of adaptive behavior is below that of other students of the same age and socio-cultural group; and

(c) The demonstrated level of performance in academic, preacademic, or developmental achievement is sub-average.

(3) Procedures for Referral. Prior to referral for student evaluation, screenings for vision, hearing, speech and language functioning shall be required for all students with referral for complete evaluations where the need is indicated. In addition, prior to referral of a student who has been enrolled in basic education programs for more than six (6) weeks, the student’s learning problem shall be addressed at the school level through the following minimum procedures:

(a) Two (2) or more conferences concerning the student’s specific problem which shall include the parents or guardian and administrative personnel, teaching personnel or student services personnel;

(b) Anecdotal records or behavioral observations made by more than one (1) person and in more than one (1) situation which cite the specific behaviors indicating the need for the referral;

(c) A minimum of two (2) interventions or adjustments have been tried with the student. These interventions may include: change in student’s class schedule or teacher; change in student’s curriculum; change in techniques of instruction; interventions provided by student services personnel; or state or community agency intervention;

(d) Review of social, psychological, medical and achievement data in the student’s educational records; and

(e) Review of attendance records, and where appropriate, investigation of reasons for excessive absenteeism.

(4) Procedures for student evaluation.

(a) The minimum evaluation for determining eligibility shall include all of the following:

1. A standardized individual test of intellectual functioning individually administered by a professional person qualified in accordance with paragraph 6A-6.071(6)(a), F.A.C.;

2. A standardized assessment of adaptive behavior;

3. An individually administered standardized test of academic or preacademic achievement. A standardized developmental scale shall be used when a student’s level of functioning cannot be measured by an academic or preacademic test; and

4. A social-developmental history which has been compiled directly from the parent, guardian, or primary caregiver.

(b) For students being considered for eligibility in the program for profoundly mentally handicapped, a report of a medical evaluation by a licensed physician may be required by the school district.

(5) Students eligible for and enrolled in a special program for mentally handicapped prior to the effective date of this rule may continue in a special program for mentally handicapped and, as appropriate, subsequently be dismissed from the special program for mentally handicapped based on dismissal criteria contained in the approved Special Programs and Procedures for Exceptional Students as provided in Rule 6A-6.03411, F.A.C., at the time of dismissal.
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