6A-10.0311 Assessment of Student Attainment of College-Level Communication and Computation Skills.

(1) The skills in Rule 6A-10.0316, F.A.C., shall be used by the Articulation Coordinating Committee as the basis for the development of specifications for test items.

(2) The specifications shall be used by the Articulation Coordinating Committee as the basis for the development of tests and other assessment procedures to measure the level of student attainment of the skills.

(3) The College-Level Academic Skills Test, an achievement test developed by the Department pursuant to Section 1008.345(8)(h), Florida Statutes, to measure the level of attainment of college-level communication and computation skills listed in Rule 6A-10.0316, F.A.C., is approved and designated for use in community colleges and state universities. Scores on the reading, writing, and computation subtests shall be reported on the score scale which was established by the Department in the October, 1982 test administration. From October 1, 1982 through September 30, 1991, scores on the essay shall be reported on a four (4) point score scale established by the Department in the October, 1982 test administration. Beginning October 1, 1991, scores on the essay shall be reported on a six (6) point scale established by the Department in the October, 1991 test administration. For purposes of the requirements of Section 1008.29(4), Florida Statutes, a total score of four on a four point score scale shall be considered equivalent to a total score of five on a six point score scale for students retaking the essay portion of the examination.

(4) Admission criteria for the College-Level Academic Skills Test shall be specified by the Commissioner in the Test Administration Plan.

(5) A person required to take the College-Level Academic Skills Test who has a record of physiological disorder(s) which substantially impairs that person’s visual, auditory, manual or speaking abilities or who has a record of a learning disability shall be deemed to have satisfied any requirement to present a score on any subtest which has not been modified in administration so as best to ensure that the performance of the person on the subtest accurately reflects the person’s achievement of the skill being measured, rather than the person’s impaired abilities. The test modifications may include but are not limited to the following:

(a) Flexible scheduling. The person may be administered a subtest during several brief sessions, so long as all testing is completed on the test administration date.

(b) Flexible setting. The person may be administered a subtest individually or in a small group setting by a proctor rather than in a classroom or auditorium setting.

(c) Recording of answers. The person may mark answers in a test booklet, type the answers by machine, or indicate selected answers to a test proctor. The proctor may then transcribe the person’s responses onto a machine-scorable answer sheet.

(d) Revised format. The person may use a large print booklet, a Braille test booklet, or a magnifying device.

(e) Auditory aids. The person may use audio devices. A tape recorded version of appropriate portions of the test may be used, along with a printed copy. Appropriate portions of the test may be read to the student by a narrator.

(6) Each college and university shall establish a committee for the purpose of evaluating requests for exemption from the testing requirements of this rule which are submitted by students with specific learning disabilities. Each institution shall adopt its own procedures for implementing the provisions of this Subsection and Section 1008.29(5), Florida Statutes. The student shall have the right to appeal the findings of the committee directly to the president of the institution. Once a waiver is granted by an institution, the waiver is transferable to other institutions.

(7) Each community college president and university president shall establish a committee to consider requests for waivers from the testing requirements of this rule for students other than those with specific learning disabilities. The committee shall be chaired by the chief academic officer of the institution and shall have four (4) additional members appointed by the president which shall include a member of the mathematics department, a member of the English department, the institutional test administrator, and a fourth faculty member from a department other than English or mathematics. The terms of office of the committee members and the meeting times and conditions shall be established by the president. However, as part of the process of determining whether to recommend a waiver from the provisions of Section 1008.29(3), Florida Statutes, the committee shall conduct a personal interview with each student requesting a waiver.

(8) Any student who has taken any of the four (4) subtests of the College-Level Academic Skills Test at least four (4) times and has not earned a passing score on the subtest but has otherwise earned a minimum grade point average of 2.0 in all college credit courses in that same subject area and met the requirements defined in Rule 6A-10.030, F.A.C., for that area may appeal to the committee described in subsection (7) of this rule for a waiver from that subtest. In considering the request, the committee shall review the student’s academic records and such other information as may be appropriate.

(9) The committee described in subsection (7) of this rule shall determine whether the student’s inability to pass the reading, English language skills, or essay subtest is due to the student having English as second or foreign language. If the student has completed instructional programs for English as a second language or English as a foreign language with a minimum grade point average of 2.0, and has otherwise earned a minimum grade point average of 2.0 in all college credit courses in the subtest area as that for which a waiver is being considered, and has met the requirements of Rule 6A-10.030, F.A.C., for that area, then a waiver may be considered.

(10) In considering a request for a waiver from any subtest, the committee described in subsection (7) of this rule shall determine whether the student has demonstrated sufficient effort to pass the subtest and has satisfactorily completed remediation studies related to the failed subtest in addition to meeting the requirements in subsections (8) and (9) of this rule. Waivers shall not be granted under any circumstance unless the student first has demonstrated effort to learn the required skills to the level required by the subtest.

(11) If the committee described in subsection (7) of this rule recommends by majority vote that a waiver be given for a specified subtest, such recommendation shall be accompanied by documentation that the student has acquired the skills to the level required by the subtest and statements of explanation or justification to be considered by the president who then may approve or disapprove the recommendation. If a waiver is granted, the student’s official college or university transcript shall include a statement that the student did not meet the requirements of Section 1008.29(3), Florida Statutes, for an identified subtest, and a waiver was granted.

(12) Each institution granting waivers to students under the provisions of this rule shall provide information about the students receiving waivers to the Department of Education in accordance with procedures established by the Commissioner of Education. This information shall include documentation of the student’s name and social security number, the test section waived, and the reasons for the waiver.

(13) A community college shall not grant a waiver unless it is in conjunction with the awarding of the associate in arts degree.

(14) Pursuant to Section 1008.29(9)(a), Florida Statutes, any student fulfilling one or more of the following requirements before completion of the associate in arts degree requirements or baccalaureate degree requirements is exempt from the testing requirements of this rule:

(a) Students may present scores from the Scholastic Achievement Test (SAT-I) as follows:

1. Quantitative. Students who have earned a quantitative score of five hundred (500) or above on the recentered score scale of the Scholastic Achievement Test (SAT-I), or its equivalent on the original score scale, shall be exempt from the computation section of the College-Level Academic Skills Test.

2. Verbal. Students who have earned a verbal score of five hundred (500) or above on the recentered score scale of the Scholastic Achievement Test (SAT-I), or its equivalent on the original score scale, shall be exempt from the Reading, English Language Skills, and Essay sections of the College-Level Academic Skills Test.

(b) Students may present scores from the American College Testing Program (ACT) as follows:

1. Mathematics. Students who have earned a score of twenty-one (21) or above on the Enhanced American College Testing Program in mathematics, or a score of twenty-one (21) or above on the original ACT, shall be exempt from the Computation section of the College-Level Academic Skills Test.

2. English. Students who have earned a score of twenty-two (22) or above on the Enhanced American College Testing Program in Reading, or a score of twenty (20) or above on the Composite of the original ACT, shall be exempt from the Reading section of the College-Level Academic Skills Test. Students who have earned a score of twenty-one (21) or above on the American College Testing Program in English, or a score of twenty (20) or above on the original ACT, shall be exempt from the English Language Skills and Essay sections of the College-Level Academic Skills Test.

(c) Students who have earned a grade point average of 2.5 or above on a 4.0 grade scale in selected postsecondary level courses shall be exempted from one or more sections of the College-Level Academic Skills Test, as specified below. Each postsecondary institution shall establish its own policies for the evaluation of students’ coursework when that student earned credits from an institution other than a Florida public community college or university.

1. To exempt the English Language Skills, Reading and Essay sections of the College-Level Academic Skills Test, the student must have earned a 2.5 grade point average in two (2) courses for a minimum of six (6) semester hours of credit from: ENC 1101, English I and ENC 1102, English II or other equivalent college-level English course.

2. To exempt the Computation section of the College-Level Academic Skills Test, the student must have earned a 2.5 grade point average in two (2) courses for a minimum of six (6) semester hours of credit from:

a. Option 1. The student shall complete any two (2) of the following: MAC*102 College Algebra or any other MAC course with the last three digits being higher than 102; MGF*106 Liberal Arts Mathematics I, MGF*107 Liberal Arts Mathematics II, MGF*202 Finite Mathematics or any other MGF courses with the last three digits being higher than 202; or STA*014 Statistical Methods or any other STA course.

b. Option 2. The student shall complete any two (2) of the following: MGF*106 Liberal Arts Mathematics I and MGF*107 Liberal Arts Mathematics II; MGF*113 Topics in College Mathematics I; MGF*114 Topics in College Mathematics II; or MGF*118 Mathematics CLAST Review.

c. Option 3. MGF*106 Liberal Arts Mathematics I or MGF*113 Topics in College Mathematics I, and MAC*102 College Algebra or MAC*105 College Algebra.

(15) Students who do not initially earn passing scores on the Scholastic Achievement Test (SAT-I) or the American College Testing Program may submit scores earned on other administrations of the tests as long as subsequent scores are not earned within thirty (30) days of the preceding score.

(16) Pursuant to Section 1008.29(9), Florida Statutes, any student denied a degree based on the failure of at least one (1) subtest of the CLAST may use any of the alternatives specified in this rule for receipt of a degree if such student meets all degree program requirements at the time of application for the degree under the exemption provisions of this rule. This provision does not require a student to take the CLAST before being given the opportunity to use any of the alternatives specified in this rule. The exemptions provided herein do not apply to requirements for teacher certification as provided in Section 1012.56, Florida Statutes.

(17) For purposes of evaluating student grade point averages to implement the provisions of subsection (14) of this rule, each postsecondary institution may determine how to make allowances for students who have earned credits in Advanced Placement, College-Level Examination, and International Baccalaureate Programs.
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