6A-20.026 Virgil Hawkins Fellows Scholarships.

(1) General Eligibility Requirements. To receive aid, a student shall meet the provisions of Sections 240.4045 and 240.4069, F.S. and Rule 6A-20.006, F.A.C.

(2) Eligibility for Initial Awards. To be eligible for an initial award a student must:

(a) Be admitted to the law school at the University of Florida or Florida State University.

(b) Be a member of an ethnic group as defined in Section 240.4069(1), F.S.

(c) Be recommended to receive the scholarship by the dean of each respective law school.

(3) Eligibility for Renewal Awards. To be eligible for renewal of the scholarship:

(a) A student must be continuing his or her studies toward completion of a Juris Doctor degree and be considered by the law school to be in good standing.

(b) A student may receive the scholarship for a maximum of six (6) semesters.

(c) A student must continue to be recommended to receive the scholarship by the dean of each respective law school.

(4) Appeals. Participating institutions will establish procedures for student appeal of grievances regarding institutional financial aid awards or administration in accordance with Sections 240.4042(2) and (3), F.S.

(5) Amount of award. The amount of an annual award shall be five thousand (5,000) dollars.

(6) Number of scholarships. Each law school may recommend annually ten (10) students in the first year law class, ten (10) students in the second year law class, and ten (10) students in the third year law class to receive scholarships.

(7) Additional scholarships.

(a) Funds appropriated to this program which exceed the amount required to fully fund the scholarships specified in Section 240.4069(1), F.S., and subsection (5) of this rule, may be used to award additional eligible applicants provided funds from private sources are raised by the institutions to match state funds.

(b) The amount of matching funds required to make one award is two thousand five hundred (2,500) dollars.

(c) Each institution shall report to the Department by August 1 each year the number of additional scholarships for which pledges or private contributions have been received. The Office of Student Financial Assistance will determine the amount of general revenue required to fund the additional scholarships at both institutions and request that amount in the appropriation for the academic year beginning the following August.

(d) The Department will notify each institution of the amount of general revenue funds available to be matched for additional awards by June 1 of the year the award is to be made. The institution will submit to the Department by August 1 matching funds for the additional award(s) along with the name(s) of the student(s) to receive the award(s).

(e) After receiving matching funds from the institution, the Department will transmit funds for these additional awards on a term by term basis to the appropriate university financial aid office.

(8) Record-Keeping Requirements. Each law school shall retain the necessary records to document the eligibility of each student recommended for the scholarship.

(9) Payment of Awards. Each semester, the names of students recommended by the respective law schools will be submitted to the Department by August 1. The Department shall subsequently transmit the necessary funds on a term by term basis to the appropriate university financial aid office.

Rulemaking Authority 229.053(1), 240.4069(4) FS. Law Implemented 229.053, 240.4042, 240.4045, 240.4069 FS. History–New 11-16-89, Amended 2-18-93.

