6A-20.044 Limited Access Competitive Grant.

(1) General eligibility requirements. To receive a Limited Access Competitive Grant, a student shall meet the provisions of Sections 240.6045, 240.404, 240.4042, 240.4045, F.S. and Rules 6A-20.001, 6A-20.003, 6A-20.005, 6A-20.006, F.A.C., and:

(a) Be a graduate of a Florida community college or a transfer student from a state university.

(b) Be admitted to an undergraduate program of study at the upper division level in a designated limited access competitive program at an eligible institution, pursuant to Section 240.6045(4), F.S.

(c) Provide evidence that the student applied to a state university for admission to a designated limited access competitive program, was eligible, but was denied admission due to the lack of space.

(d) Not previously have received a bachelor’s degree.

(e) Be enrolled as a full-time student.

(f) Not owe a repayment of a federal grant or any state grant or scholarship unless satisfactory repayment arrangements have been made.

(g) Not be in default on a loan made under any federal Title IV program or any state student loan program unless satisfactory repayment arrangements have been made.

(2) Notification of Eligible Programs. Annually, upon approval by the State Board of Education, the Department shall notify state universities, community colleges and participating independent institutions which programs have been designated as limited access competitive programs.

(3) Institutional Eligibility. Eligible independent institutions will be those institutions which meet the provisions of Section 240.4065(4), F.S., and the provisions of this rule.

(4) Institutional Application. Institutions shall apply to the Department to participate in the Limited Access Competitive Grant Program by annually submitting Form LACG-1, Institutional Limited Access Competitive Grant Application to Participate, which is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of this rule to become effective March 1996. A copy of Form LACG-1 may be obtained from the Office of Student Financial Assistance, Florida Department of Education, Florida Education Center, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400. Applications to be given priority shall be received no later than April 30 of each year. Applications received after this date will be considered from remaining funds on a first come first serve basis.

(5) Allocation Procedures. The Department will determine the total number of awards available to be distributed to eligible institutions and allocate funds to institutions meeting the application deadline through the following procedures:

(a) The legislative appropriation will be divided by the amount of a full award, pursuant to the provisions of Section 240.6045(4), F.S., to determine the number of student awards to be distributed to institutions.

(b) Allocations to participating institutions will be based on the total number of limited access spaces committed by each participating institution on Form LACG-1.

(c) If funds are insufficient to fully fund all such spaces, the Department will prorate the number of spaces available to each institution by dividing the total number of spaces committed by all institutions by the number of spaces committed by each specific institution to determine the percent of available spaces for each eligible institution. Each institution’s percent of available spaces will be applied to the total number of available awards to determine the number of spaces to be allocated. The amount of a full award will be allocated for each allocated space.

(d) When an institution is unable to enroll students to fill all of its allocated spaces for the first semester of the academic year, the Department may reallocate funds on a first come first served basis to other institutions that provide evidence of additional spaces for eligible students.

(6) Disbursements to Institution. Prior to the beginning of each term, the Department will disburse one-half or one-third of an institution’s allocation for semester or quarter schools, respectively.

(7) Priorities in selecting students for awards. Institutions shall give priority for initial awards to eligible students who are Florida residents and are either graduates of Florida high schools transferring from state universities or are graduates of Florida community colleges. Renewal applicants who meet the provisions of Section 240.404(1)(b), F.S., and the institution’s measurable progress standards will receive priority over eligible initial students.

(8) Maximum Terms of Eligibility. The maximum terms of eligibility is four (4) semesters or six (6) quarters of upper division work. However, students who must complete prerequisites necessary to enroll in courses mandated by limited access competitive programs degree requirements, and students who are enrolled in five (5) year limited access degree programs, may be eligible for an award for up to six (6) semesters or eight (8) quarters.

(9) Institutional Responsibilities. Participating institutions shall:

(a) Comply with Rules 6A-20.002 and 6A-20.0021, F.A.C.;

(b) Recruit students for the program, determine eligibility, and notify students of their award eligibility;

(c) Disburse each term to eligible recipients one-half or one-third of the award amount, for semester or quarter schools respectively;

(d) Submit each academic term to the Department Form LACG-2, Limited Access Competitive Grant Disbursement Report, which is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of this rule to become effective March 1996. A copy of Form LACG-2 may be obtained from the Office of Student Financial Assistance, Florida Department of Education, Florida Education Center, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400. Form LACG-2 must be received by the Department no later than thirty (30) days after the end of the institution’s regular registration period, inclusive of the drop-add period.

(e) Notify the Department of the amount of unused funds no later than thirty (30) days after the end of the institution’s regular registration period, inclusive of the drop-add period;

(f) Refund to the Department the amount of unused funds within sixty (60) days of the end of the institution’s regular registration period, inclusive of the drop-add period; and

(g) Be in compliance with the accountability process established by Postsecondary Education Planning Commission (PEPC), pursuant to Section 1009.66, F.S.
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