64B5-2.0135 Dental Hygiene Examination.

(1) The Board specifies that the dental hygiene licensure examination administered by the Department of Health shall consist of two portions. One portion of the examination shall consist of a written examination and the second portion of the examination shall be a clinical (or practical) examination. An applicant who passes one portion of the examination and not the other need only retake the failed portion.

(a) An applicant must successfully complete both portions of the examination within an eighteen (18) month period in order to qualify for licensure. If the applicant fails to successfully complete both portions within that time period, then the applicant must retake the entire examination.

(b) Each applicant for dental hygiene licensure is required to complete the examinations as provided for in Section 466.007, F.S. The examinations for dental hygiene shall consist of a written examination and a practical or clinical examination. The practical or clinical examination is the dental hygiene examination developed by the American Board of Dental Examiners, Inc. (ADEX), or its successor entity if the successor entity is determined by the Board to comply with the provisions of Section 466.007, F.S. The ADEX dental hygiene examination is inclusive of a comprehensive clinical skills examination covering the full scope of dental hygiene practice. Any ADEX dental hygiene examination administered after June 1, 2010 will meet the clinical examination requirement. Any dental hygiene applicant who fails to pass the clinical portion of the examination in three attempts shall not be eligible for reexamination until successful completion of one academic semester of clinical course work at the senior clinical practice level at a dental hygiene school approved by the American Dental Association Commission on Accreditation. The applicant must furnish proof from the accredited dental hygiene school of successful completion of the course work required by this rule. Applicants who fail to establish compliance with this rule shall automatically be denied permission to sit for reexamination.

(c) All examinations will be conducted in English.

(2) The written portion of the examination shall test on the law and rules of the State of Florida regulating the practice of dentistry and dental hygiene.

A final grade of 75% or better is required to pass the written portion of the examination.

(3) Provided the Board maintains representation on the board of directors of the American Board of Dental Examiners, Inc., and the examination development committee of the American Board of Dental Examiners, Inc., the clinical examination procedures and criteria of the ADEX dental hygiene examination are approved by the Board.
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