6C4-3.010 Academic Minor.

(1) Departments and other academic units at the University of South Florida are authorized to offer academic minors to undergraduate degree seeking students at the University of South Florida under the following conditions:

(a) Conditions defining an academic minor – The academic minor will normally approximate one half of the upper division credits required for an academic major subject to variance as allowed below and subject to modifications if the area is other than that which has an academic major for the baccalaureate degree:

1. An academic minor can be applied for and received:

a. In conjunction with applying for and receiving a baccalaureate degree.

b. By students who have already received a baccalaureate degree from the University of South Florida who take additional course work at the University and apply for the certification.

2. A student desiring a minor must have a major in a different program option.

3. University of South Florida course work for an academic minor must have a GPA of at least 2.0.

4. A minimum of 8 semester hours of credit used to satisfy the requirement of a minor must be from USF course.

5. A student can apply for an academic minor, subject to rules specified when the unit defines its academic minor programs; and, before being recognized, the courses involved in the academic minor shall be approved by an authorized advisor from the defining unit.

6. The unit offering the academic minor may specify the courses required to complete the academic minor, providing that the upper division prerequisites do not materially increase the number of required credits. The unit may require whatever admission and/or retention standards or procedures required of the academic major (e.g., GPA for entrance and completion). These requirements must be contained in the original definition of the academic minor or approved modification.

7. The unit offering the academic minor may restrict the number of credits that can be taken in the academic minor before application for the academic minor, and no department or unit can require that more than 80% of the needed courses or credits be taken in residence.

8. Inter-departmental academic minors may be defined by cooperative action, providing that each participating department approve of the program as proposed and providing that the student shall not be required to have more than one academic minor advisor. No more than one half of the required courses or credits shall be from one of the participating units in the academic minor.

(b) The procedural guidelines contain the following:

1. No department or discipline is required to offer an academic minor, nor can a student claim an academic minor which is not listed in the official University of South Florida catalog which specifies academic programs of the University.

2. Before an academic minor can be announced in the University of South Florida catalog, it must be:

a. Recommended and defined by the department or other academic unit;

b. Approved by the appropriate dean or deans after review with favorable recommendations by college committee(s);

c. Reviewed with favorable recommendations by the Undergraduate Council; and

d. Approved by the Dean of Undergraduate Studies.

3. Each proposal must contain a statement attesting the fact that no resource reallocation is required for the implementation of the academic minor, that it is basically a name given to a set of courses taken by the student.

4. Variances may be requested and each must carry a separate action of approval; in committees, this would require a distinct motion to approve each proposed variance; at administrative levels, a separate signature of the approving officer is required.

(c) Genuinely new programs must seek approval and complete accepted and necessary procedures for the planning and implementation.
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