62-344.100 Purpose, Intent and Scope.

(1) This chapter guides the participation of counties, municipalities and local pollution control programs (“local governments”) in an efficient, streamlined permitting system by setting forth the procedures and requirements for delegations of all or a part of the environmental resource permit program under Part IV of Chapter 373, F.S., from the Department to local governments in accordance with Section 373.441, F.S. This chapter also reflects that the Department has the authority under Section 373.441, F.S., to delegate all or part of the environmental resource permit program under Part IV of Chapter 373, F.S., from the Northwest Florida, Suwannee River, St. Johns River, Southwest Florida, and South Florida Water Management Districts (“Districts”) to local governments, without any further rulemaking required by the Districts, provided that the procedures for delegation contained in this chapter are followed. Delegations from the Department shall be for the respective environmental resource permit program responsibilities of the Department and the applicable District, as set forth in operating agreements between the Department and local governments.

(2) Nothing in this chapter shall preclude the Department, Districts, and local governments from entering into contracts or interagency agreements as provided by law.

(3) Except as specifically provided in this chapter, nothing herein shall prevent a local government from adopting and implementing an environmental regulatory program pursuant to its own authority.

(4) It is an objective of the Department and Districts to protect the functions of entire ecological systems, as defined and developed in the programs, rules and plans of the Department and Districts. It is the intent of the Department that any local government receiving delegation of all or a portion of the environmental resource program carry out that program in a manner consistent with this objective. This paragraph shall not be construed or applied as additional permitting criteria beyond those adopted by the Department, District, or the local government.

Rulemaking Authority 373.441(1) FS. Law Implemented 373.441 FS. History–New 8-29-95, Amended 8-7-12.

