Notice of Development of Rulemaking
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
RULE NO.: RULE TITLE:
33-210.101: Routine Mail
33-210.102: Legal Documents and Legal Mail

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose and effect of the proposed rule is to specify the mailing and possession limits associated with enclosures in routine incoming mail and to ensure that the department’s date stamps for outgoing legal mail are complete and uniform throughout the State.

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: Routine inmate mail, legal documents and legal mail.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 944.09 FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 20.315, 944.09, 944.11 FS.
IF REQUESTED IN WRITING AND NOT DEEMED UNNECESSARY BY THE AGENCY HEAD, A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE NOTICED IN THE NEXT AVAILABLE FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE WEEKLY.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT IS: LaDawna Fleckenstein, 501 South Calhoun Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2500

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS:
33-210.101 Routine Mail.

(1) No change.

(2) Inmates will be permitted to receive only the following types of materials through routine mail:

(a) through (c) No change.

(d) Self-addressed stamped envelopes. These items do not count toward the 15 page limitation for additional materials, but cannot exceed the equivalent of 20 (1 oz.) first class stamps.

(d)(e) Up to ten each of the following: unused Unused greeting cards (no larger than 8'' x 10'') with matching envelopes, stationery or other blank writing paper (lined or unlined), or envelopes (stamped or unstamped). These items do not count toward the 15 page limitation for additional materials, but cannot exceed 10 each in number. Card stock, sketch paper, and other types of craft paper may not be included.

(e)(f) U.S. postage stamps. The value of the stamps cannot exceed the equivalent of 20 (1 oz.) first class stamps. These items do not count toward the 15 page limitation for additional materials. Inmates shall not possess more than the maximum number of stamps permitted by Rule 33-602.201, F.A.C. Due care shall be exercised in processing mail; however, the department shall not be responsible for any postage stamps sent through the mail.

(3) through (22) No change.

Rulemaking Authority 944.09 FS. Law Implemented 20.315, 944.09 FS. History–New 10-8-76, Amended 10-11-77, 4-19-79, 11-19-81, 3-12-84, 10-15-84, Formerly 33-3.04, Amended 7-8-86, 9-4-88, 3-9-89, 9-1-93, 9-30-96, 5-25-97, 6-1-97, 10-7-97, 5-10-98, Formerly 33-3.004, Amended 12-20-99, Formerly 33-602.401, Amended 12-4-02, 8-5-03, 10-27-03, 9-20-04, 3-23-08, 7-2-09, 5-9-10,________.

33-210.102 Legal Documents and Legal Mail.

(1) through (7) No change.
(8) Processing of Legal Mail.

(a) through (f) No change.
(g) Inmates shall present all outgoing legal mail unsealed to the mail collection representative to determine, in the presence of the inmate, that the correspondence is legal mail, bears that inmate’s return address and signature, and that it contains no unauthorized items. Only the address may be read to determine whether it is properly addressed to a person or entity identified in subsection (2) of this rule. If the outgoing mail contains unauthorized items or is not legal mail, the inmate shall be subject to disciplinary action. If the outgoing mail is legal mail and it contains no unauthorized items, the mail collection representative shall stamp the document(s) to be mailed and the inmate’s copy, if provided by the inmate., The date stamp shall be in the following format: “Provided to (name of institution) on (day, month and year blank to insert date) for mailing,. by (officer’s initials).” The mail collection representative shall then have the inmate initial the document(s) next to the stamp and have the inmate seal the envelope in the mail collection representative’s presence. For confinement areas, the staff member who picks up the legal mail each day shall stamp the documents, have the inmate place his or her initials next to the stamp, and have the inmate seal the envelope in the staff member’s presence. The use of mail drop boxes for outgoing legal mail is prohibited.

(h) No change.
(9) through (15) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 944.09 FS. Law Implemented 20.315, 944.09, 944.11 FS. History–New 10-8-76, Amended 4-19-79, 7-2-81, 6-8-82, 9-23-85, Formerly 33-3.05, Amended 10-7-86, 8-20-89, 4-4-91, 9-1-93, 4-28-96, 2-12-97, 5-25-97, 10-7-97, 12-7-97, 2-15-98, Formerly 33-3.005, Amended 12-20-99, Formerly 33-602.402, Amended 5-5-02, 12-4-02, 5-11-03, 8-25-03, 9-20-04, 12-23-07, 4-23-09, 2-23-10, 10-21-10,________.
