9J-5.001 Purpose.

(1) This chapter establishes minimum criteria for the preparation, review, and determination of compliance of comprehensive plans and plan amendments pursuant to the Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development Regulation Act, Chapter 163, F.S. This chapter establishes criteria implementing the legislative mandate that local comprehensive plans be consistent with the appropriate strategic regional policy plan and the State Comprehensive Plan, and recognizes the major role that local government will play, in accordance with that mandate, in accomplishing the goals and policies of the appropriate comprehensive regional policy plan and the State Comprehensive Plan.

(2) Rule 9J-5.002, F.A.C., contains general guidelines for the exercise of the Department’s authority under law to review comprehensive plans and plan amendments for compliance.

(3) Rules 9J-5.022 through 9J-5.024, F.A.C., establish procedures and criteria for the review of land development regulations pursuant to the Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development Regulation Act, Chapter 163, Part II, F.S., and Chapters 9J-5 and 9J-12, F.A.C. It specifies the standards the Department will use in determining whether a local government has totally failed to adopt one or more of the land development regulations required by subsection 163.3202(2), F.S. It specifies procedures to initiate and control the administrative review of land development regulations by substantially affected persons, local governments and the Department. It specifies the criteria for determining consistency of the land development regulations with the comprehensive plan. Local governments may adopt land development regulations which exceed, or are more stringent than, the regulations described in this chapter.

(4) As minimum criteria, these criteria are not intended to prohibit a local government from proposing, considering, adopting, enforcing, or in any other way administering a comprehensive plan which is more specific, detailed, or strict, or which covers additional subject areas, whether within required or optional elements, as long as the comprehensive plan is in compliance with Chapter 9J-5, F.A.C., Chapter 163, F.S., and any other applicable statutes, laws or rules.

(5) When a federal, state or regional agency has implemented a permitting program, the state land planning agency shall not require a local government to duplicate or exceed that permitting program in its comprehensive plan or to implement such a permitting program in its land development regulations. Nothing in this paragraph shall prohibit the state land planning agency, in conducting its review of local plans or plan amendments, from making either objections, recommendations, and comments or compliance determinations regarding densities and intensities consistent with the Act.
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