11N-1.003 Limitations on Violent Crime Investigative Reimbursement Funding.

(1) Requests for Violent Crime Investigative Reimbursement Funding.

(a) Requests for violent crime investigative reimbursement funding from the Violent Crime Investigative Emergency and Drug Control Strategy Implementation Account shall be limited to case-related investigative expenses and salary overtime payments. This excludes the purchase of equipment or payment of salaries for permanent employees; however, salary payments may be made to temporary employees under contractual agreements.

(b) Because an investigation may involve multiple law enforcement agencies, funds awarded to the requesting agency may be used for expenses incurred by assisting agencies.

(c) Funding provided under this section from the Violent Crime Investigative Emergency and Drug Control Strategy Implementation Account is available to Florida law enforcement agencies for violent crime investigative purposes. Law enforcement agencies include police departments, sheriffs’ offices, and state law enforcement agencies; however, for the purposes of this rule, the term excludes state prosecutors’ offices except for criminal investigations.

(d) In order to provide for a rapid investigative response to violent crime incidents, law enforcement agencies may, under this section, apply for emergency violent crime investigative funding up to a maximum of $25,000.

(e) In addition to or instead of emergency violent crime investigative funding, law enforcement agencies may make a formal request under this section for violent crime investigative funding from the Violent Crime Investigative Emergency and Drug Control Strategy Implementation Account. Additional requests may be submitted on a single case if the investigation must be extended.

(f) Funding provided under this section from the Violent Crime Investigative Emergency and Drug Control Strategy Implementation Account shall not be used to supplant, take the place of, or substitute for existing appropriations of state and local law enforcement agencies and counties.

(2) Requests for Violent Crime Trial Funding.

(a) Requests under this section for funding from the Violent Crime Investigative Emergency and Drug Control Strategy Implementation Account shall be limited to extraordinary violent crime trial-related expenses and salary overtime payments. Such funding shall not include the payment of salaries for permanent employees, or the purchase of furnishings and equipment. Examples of extraordinary trial-related expenses include expert witness fees, travel expenses of witnesses, extraordinary security measures, and salary payments to temporary security personnel under contractual agreements.

(b) Violent crime trial funding from the Violent Crime Investigative Emergency and Drug Control Strategy Implementation Account is available only for expenses incurred on or after July 1, 1994. Such funding shall not be used to supplant, take the place of, or substitute for existing appropriations of state and local law enforcement agencies and counties.

(3) Overall Limits to Violent Crime Funding.

(a) The maximum funding limit on the amount that may be disbursed on a single violent crime’s investigation shall be $100,000.

(b) A single agency may receive no more than $200,000 Violent Crime Investigative Reimbursement funds during an agency’s fiscal year.

(c) Reimbursement shall be available only for expenses incurred in an agency’s current fiscal year, and shall not be provided for expenses incurred in an agency’s previous fiscal years.

(d) The maximum funding available to each county for all trials for which that county is financially responsible of all defendants derived from a criminal event shall be $100,000. As used herein “a criminal event” means a violent crime or series of violent crimes interrelated to one another in such a way that the crime constitutes a single criminal transaction or related transactional series of crimes, regardless of the number of criminal acts that may have been committed during the event or the number of perpetrators involved in the event. No reimbursement request for trial expenses incurred in a county’s previous fiscal year shall be funded.
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