68B-34.005 Bonefish Tournaments, Exceptions.

(1) The Executive Director of the FWC, or his designee, shall issue a tournament exemption permit to the director of an organized tournament to allow for the temporary possession and transport of bonefish when such tournament will allow catch-and-release fishing for bonefish and when an applicant agrees to comply with the following provisions:

(a) Tournament anglers and tournament staff agree to attempt to release all bonefish free, alive, and unharmed, including those fish that are weighed-in.

(b) Tournament anglers and tournament staff shall transport bonefish to the location of a certified scale in recirculating or aerated live wells that are at least 2.67 cubic feet or 20 gallons in capacity and all vessels used in the organized tournament shall contain such a live well.

(c) Bonefish may be transported to shore only to be weighed, measured, and recorded at a certified scale.

(d) No person shall possess more than one bonefish at any one time and no more than two bonefish may be possessed aboard a vessel at any one time.

(e) Organized tournament staff shall maintain at least one aerated or recirculating recovery tank at each certified scale and tournament check-in location. Organized tournament staff may hold up to one bonefish per 10 gallons of seawater in such a recovery tank prior to release. Bonefish must be released by official sunset each day of the tournament, as established and published by the U.S. Weather Service, and may not be possessed longer than 16 hours. Recovery holding tank requirements will be specified in the tournament exemption permit by the FWC in a manner to ensure increased survival of released bonefish.

(f) The organized tournament must provide the FWC in the tournament exemption permit application with a description of the aerated or recirculating recovery tank(s) used to maintain bonefish alive after weigh-in.

(g) The organized tournament must suggest to the FWC in the tournament exemption permit application a description of the location where tournament-caught bonefish will be released after they are weighed in. In order to increase survival of released bonefish, release locations shall be approved or specified in the tournament exemption permit. Release of any bonefish maintained by tournament staff in the recovery tank described above shall be at locations specified in the tournament exemption permit in order to increase survival of released bonefish.

(h) The tournament permit holder shall submit a post-tournament report to the FWC indicating the number of fish weighed in each day of the tournament, the number of fish weighed in dead each day, and the number of fish that died after being weighed in, prior to release each day. Tournament anglers shall report and surrender any bonefish that die after capture or during transport to tournament staff. The FWC may specify additional tournament reporting requirements as a condition of the tournament exemption permit.

(i) The organized tournament must allow FWC staff the opportunity to collect research data and conduct research and monitoring during the tournament.

(2) Application for issuance of a tournament exemption permit shall be made on a form provided by the FWC (Form DMF-SL6000 (4-11), incorporated herein by reference and available online at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-00257)).

(3) All anglers participating in an organized tournament for which a bonefish tournament exemption permit has been issued shall fish from vessels that meet the requirements in paragraph (1)(b) and shall have a copy of the permit in his or her possession at all times during tournament operating hours.

(4) Any anglers participating in an organized tournament that has been issued a tournament exemption permit must comply with the provisions of the permit.

(5) Any permits issued under this section are subject to the provisions of Rule 68-1.010, F.A.C., such as denial of future tournament exemption permits.
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