6A-3.0291 Specifications for New School Buses.

(1) New school buses purchased each year shall conform to current National School Transportation Specifications and Procedures May 2010 of the National Congress on School Transportation (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02244) which are hereby incorporated by reference and to specifications prescribed by the State Board for body, chassis and special equipment as provided in Section 1006.25, F.S. Each school bus as defined by Section 1006.25(1), F.S., shall meet the requirements of the Florida School Bus Specifications, Revised 2013 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02024) which are hereby incorporated by reference. Copies of the Florida School Bus Specifications and the National School Transportation Specifications and Procedures May 2010 of the National Congress on School Transportation may be obtained by contacting the School Transportation Management Section, Florida Department of Education, 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.
(2) Any school district may, at its option, upgrade any school bus or buses with equipment meeting specifications which are current at the time of the upgrade.

(3) The Commissioner may approve special equipment differing from or not prescribed in Florida School Bus Specifications for the specific purpose of limited pilot testing to determine if such equipment provides substantive improvements in safety or cost effectiveness. Pilot testing of equipment shall not be approved until the Commissioner has determined to the extent practical that the equipment will not compromise safety.
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