64B13-16.001 Definitions.

For purposes of interpreting this rule chapter, the following terms are defined as stated below:

(1) Branch Office is any office, other than the primary office, at which the licensed practitioner or certified optometrist solicits patients either directly or indirectly and in a premeditated fashion for the purpose of rendering optometric services.

(a) Fixed Branch Office is a branch office as defined above which is at a permanent location.

(b) Mobile Branch Office is a mobile operation utilized for the practice of Optometry which is an adjunct to the licensee’s primary office.

(2) Mobile Operation is defined as the transport and use of optometric equipment for the purpose of practicing optometry at multiple locations.

(3) Primary Office is defined as the permanent location reported to the Board of Optometry at which the licensed practitioner or certified optometrist practices optometry at all times or if practicing in more than one location, at which he or she practices optometry for the greatest percentage of time, or if practicing with a mobile branch office, that office the licensee utilizes for record storage, equipment maintenance, and patient availability in conjunction with the mobile operation.

(4) Availability is the reasonable ability to ensure provision of optometric care in a timely manner as warranted by patient needs, including but not limited to emergencies.
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