12-18.008 Compensation for Vending Machine Violations.

(1) The Department of Revenue is authorized to compensate persons who provide information leading to the recovery of unpaid taxes derived from the operation of vending machines within this state. This rule section will be used by the Department in the administration of this authority.

(2) Operators of vending machines must be registered with the Department of Revenue, and must affix a notice to each food or beverage machine which contains the Notice to Customers, as provided in Rule 12A-1.044, F.A.C.

(3) Any person who provides information showing that an operator of a vending machine has failed to affix the required notice may be eligible for compensation.

(a) If the reported violation leads to the recovery of unpaid taxes derived from the operation of vending machines, the applicant will be eligible for a payment of 10 percent of all taxes recovered from the operator on the operation of all vending machines of the reported violator.

(b) If the reported violation leads to the recovery of taxes unrelated to the operation of vending machines, the applicant may also be eligible for compensation under the provisions of subsection 12-18.003(2), F.A.C.

(4) Eligible persons desiring to file a claim for compensation may report violations regarding a vending machine by calling toll free number 1(800)FL-AWARD (1(800) 352-9273) or (850) 717-6978, or by writing the Florida Department of Revenue, Tax Violations – General Tax Administration, P. O. Box 5139, Tallahassee, Florida 32314-5139. The use of the toll free number is encouraged, since the applicant’s priority for the claim for compensation will be established by the date and time the Department receives the information specified under subsection (5).

(5)(a) All claims for a reward relating to an operator’s failure to affix the required notice must include the following information:

1. Name, address, and telephone number of applicant; and

2. Type and/or description of the vending machine (e.g., brand name on machine or type of merchandise vended); and

3. Location of the machine(s) (e.g., name of business, street address, and approximate location inside the building); and

4. The date the violation was discovered.

(b) Reports of violations which do not provide the Department with the information required to locate and investigate the operator’s purported failure to conform to the provisions of Section 212.0515(3), F.S., will not be considered for the purpose of qualifying the applicant for compensation.

(6) The Department, upon receipt of all required information relating to a reported violation, will enter the information in an internal tracking system. A claim number will be assigned to each reported violation based on the date and time the information was received by the Department. The claim number will be used to identify the case within the tracking system and establish the informant’s priority with regard to potential compensation.

(7) The Department will prepare and issue a letter of acknowledgment to the applicant which confirms receipt of the information required for a claim and provides the applicant with the previously assigned claim number.
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