12C-3.0015 Documents, Extensions, and Due Dates for Filing.

(1) Preliminary Notice and Report. For estates of decedents dying before January 1, 2000, within 2 months after the decedent’s death or within a like period after qualifying as such, the personal representative shall submit to the Department of Revenue form DR-301, Preliminary Notice and Report, to determine whether or not the estate is subject to tax.

(2) Estate Not Subject to Tax. 

(a) For decedents dying prior to January 1, 2000:

If the estate is not required to file the federal estate tax form 706, upon receipt of the form DR-301 and $5 fee, a nontaxable certificate will be issued to the estate’s representative. This nontaxable certificate (form DR-302) may be recorded in the county where the decedent owned property.

 (b) For decedents dying on or after January 1, 2000:

The Department will no longer issue a Nontaxable Certificate and Receipt for Estate Tax (form DR-302) in this instance. For decedents dying on or after January 1, 2000, if the estate is not required to file federal estate tax form 706 or Florida estate tax form F-706, the personal representative may file an Affidavit of No Florida Estate Tax Due (form DR-312) with the Clerk of Court in each county where the decedent owned property. The affidavit will attest that no federal estate tax return (form 706) is required to be filed for the estate and no Florida estate tax is due pursuant to Chapter 198, F.S. The certificate (form DR-302) or affidavit (form DR-312), when recorded in the county where the decedent’s property is located, will remove the Department’s lien. The certificate or affidavit is admissible as evidence to show nonliability for tax.

(3) Estate Possibly Subject to Tax.

(a) For decedents dying prior to January 1, 2000;

In addition to the form DR-301, the personal representative (as defined in Section 198.01(2), F.S.) of every estate of a Florida resident, nonresident, or alien decedent whose estate includes Florida property and is required to file under the federal Internal Revenue Code shall file a copy of the executed federal estate tax return (federal form 706 or federal form 706-NA), together with any payment of the Florida estate tax due within nine months from the date of death. If the Department of Revenue determines that the estate owes no tax to Florida, upon payment of a $5 fee and receipt of a copy of the federal closing letter, the Department will issue to the personal representative a Nontaxable Certificate and Receipt for Estate Tax (form DR-302). This certificate has the same effect as a receipt. It may be recorded in the county or counties in which the decedent owned property. The certificate is admissible as evidence that the estate owes no Florida estate tax.

(b) For decedents dying on or after January 1, 2000;

The personal representative of an estate owning Florida property must file the Florida Estate Tax Return for Residents, Nonresidents and Nonresident Aliens (form F-706), and a copy of the executed federal estate tax return (form 706 or form 706-NA), together with any payment of Florida estate tax estimated to be due. Upon receipt of a copy of the federal closing letter and payment of any Florida estate tax due, the Department will issue a Final Certificate for Estate Tax (form DR-304). This certificate may be recorded as evidence that no additional Florida Estate Tax is due. If no tax is due, upon payment of a $5 fee and receipt of a copy of the federal closing letter, the Department will issue a Nontaxable Certificate and Receipt for Estate Tax (form DR-302).

(4) Domicile Statement – If the estate is filing as a nonresident or nonresident alien, the personal representative must file the Domicile Statement, (form DR-310), with the copies of the executed Florida form F-706 and executed federal form 706.

(5) Extensions.

(a) If an extension of time is required for filing the copy of the federal form 706 or paying the Florida estate tax, or both, the personal representative must file a copy of the federal extension request with the Department within 30 days after filing such request with the federal taxing authorities. If the federal Internal Revenue Service grants the extension, the personal representative must file a copy of the approved federal extension with the Florida Department of Revenue within 30 days of receiving the approved federal extension. The Department will grant the same extension to pay or file with Florida as granted by the federal Internal Revenue Service.

(b) An extension of time to file the copy of the federal form 706 return does not extend the time to pay the Florida estate tax, and interest will accrue on any tax due and not paid from the due date until the tax is paid, and penalties will also be assessed. If an extension of time to pay is granted on the federal extension form, only interest will be assessed during the extension period. Penalties will not be assessed.

(6) A copy of every document in regard to the federal estate tax submitted to or received from the Federal Internal Revenue Service must be sent to the Department of Revenue.
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