12D-10.004 Receipt of Taxpayer’s Petition to Be Acknowledged.

(1)(a) The taxpayer has the sole responsibility for filing a petition with the clerk of the value adjustment board to appeal any decision of the property appraiser, including denial of homestead exemption. The prescribed form for filing a petition is Form DR-486 (or DR-486T for tangible personal property), as incorporated by reference in Rule 12D-16.002, F.A.C. Regardless that the value adjustment board uses a form other than Forms DR-486 or DR-486T, as permitted under Section 195.022, F.S., a taxpayer may submit, and the value adjustment board must accept, Forms DR-486 and DR-486T. 

(b) The clerk shall acknowledge receipt of the petition and promptly furnish a copy of the petition to the property appraiser. If the taxpayer files a petition after the statutory deadline of 25 days after the notice of proposed property taxes was mailed, the clerk shall note this fact on the petition and bring it to the attention of the board.

(c) If any taxpayer’s request for homestead exemption is denied by the property appraiser, such taxpayer may file a petition with the clerk of the value adjustment board. The taxpayer must file this petition on or before the 30th day following the mailing (postmark date) of the notice of denial. It is the sole option and responsibility of the taxpayer to file this petition.

(2) The clerk of the board shall prepare a schedule of appearances before the board based on timely filed petitions. The clerk shall notify each petitioner of the scheduled time of appearance. The notice shall be in writing, and delivered by regular or certified U.S. mail or personal delivery so that the notice shall be received by the taxpayer no less than twenty-five (25) calendar days prior to the day of such scheduled appearance. The clerk will have prima facie complied with the requirements of this section if the notice was deposited in the U.S. mail thirty (30) days prior to the day of such scheduled appearance.

(3) For the purposes of Section 194.032(2), F.S., the term “chairman” shall include a special master appointed under Section 194.035(1), F.S.

(4) Where a petitioner, pursuant to Section 194.032(2), F.S., leaves a scheduled meeting for undue delay, the board or special magistrate is not precluded from considering the petition of the taxpayer. In that event, if the petition contains sufficient information, then the board is authorized to enter its decision on the petition.
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