12D-13.002 When Taxes Are Due; Notice of Publication; Discounts if Taxes Are Paid Before Certain Times.

(1) Taxes are due and payable November 1, of the year they are assessed, or as soon thereafter as the tax collector receives the tax rolls. Taxes are delinquent on April 1, of the year following the year of assessment or after 60 days has expired from the mailing of the original tax notice, whichever is later. If the tax collector receives the payment of taxes by mail, he or she shall use the postmark to determine the date of payment, the applicable discount if any, and if the taxes were paid before the delinquency date. Payments received after the date of delinquency but postmarked before the date of delinquency are not delinquent. However, where the postmark indicates that taxes are delinquent, then the date payment is received in the tax collector’s office shall be the date of payment for determining if payment was received prior to the tax certificate sale date and for determining penalties, advertising and other costs.

(2) The tax collector shall not accept partial payment or installment payments of taxes other than those authorized by these rules.

(3) Where the total amount due, including, but not limited to taxes, interest, penalties, fees and advertising and other costs, exceeds the amount listed on the tax notice, the tax collector shall be required to collect the total amount due.

(4) All taxes assessed on the county tax rolls are entitled to a discount for early payment at the following rates:

(a) Four percent in the month of November;

(b) Three percent in the month of December;

(c) Two percent in the month of January;

(d) One percent in the month of February; and

(e) Taxes are payable without discount in March.

(f) Discounts shall be allowed on the payment of back assessments on real and personal property taxes as well as taxes for the current year.

(g) For purposes of this rule section, when a discount period ends on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, the discount period shall be extended to the next working day if payment is delivered to a designated collection office of the tax collector. Where discount periods are extended, payments postmarked after the end of the discount period are considered made within the discount period only when payment is delivered to a designated collection office of the tax collector on the extended date. Such extension shall not operate to extend any other discount period. Legal holiday shall mean any day which, by the laws of Florida or the United States, is designated or recognized as a legal or public holiday.

(h) If the tax notices are mailed in such a manner that a full 30 day four-percent discount period cannot be granted during November, then the four-percent discount period shall extend into the following month to allow a full 30 days. The discount otherwise applicable for that month shall apply during the balance of such following month. Where the four-percent discount period begins after any of the allowable discount periods have expired or extends through an allowable discount period then such other discounts shall not be allowable.

(i) If the tax notices are mailed in March or later, then the four-percent discount shall extend for thirty days and no other discount shall be allowed. Regardless of how late the tax notices are mailed, there shall be at least 60 days in which to pay taxes before delinquency, with the first 30 days being the four-percent discount period and the remaining time being the applicable discount for that period or no discount as the case may be.

(j) However, when the tax collector has received a certified tax roll and tax notices are mailed prior to November 1, the tax collector shall accept early payment of real and personal property taxes. The four-percent discount is authorized on such early payments and shall extend through the month of November.

(5) The four-percent discount shall commence running the day after the mailing of the original tax notices. Where the tax collector makes a correction to a tax notice not requested by a taxpayer, the corrected tax notice is considered to be the original tax notice. When a taxpayer makes a request to have the original tax notice corrected and it is subsequently corrected, the discount rate for early payment applicable at the time the request for correction is made will apply for 30 days after the mailing of the corrected tax notice. It shall be the property owner’s responsibility to make a timely request, but this shall not preclude the tax collector or property appraiser from making such corrections and mailing corrected tax notices.

(6)(a) The notice by publication as required by Section 197.322, F.S., shall include at a minimum the following information: A statement that the tax roll has been delivered by the property appraiser to the tax collector for collection, the tax year, location of the tax collector’s office and annexes, if any, type of taxes, districts and cities, discounts and the month in which discounts are applicable, office hours and telephone numbers. The size of the notice shall be large enough to be easily seen, i.e., 3 by 6 inches.

(b) Such notice shall be published on November 1, or as soon as the assessment roll is open for collection. The collector may publish said notice in more than one publication of the same paper or in more than one newspaper.

(c) The affidavit shall be substantially as follows:

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

State of Florida

County of ________

Before the undersigned authority, personally appeared ___, who on oath says that he or she is the ___ of the ___, a newspaper published at ___, in ___ County, Florida; that the attached copy of advertisement, being a notice that the ___ County tax roll is open for collection was published in said newspaper in the issues of ___.

Affiant further says that the said ___ is a newspaper published at ___, in said ___ County, Florida, and that the said newspaper has heretofore been continuously published in said ___ County, Florida, each day, and has been entered as second class mail matter at the post office in ___, in said ___ County, Florida, for a period of one year next preceding the first publication of the attached copy of advertisement; and affiant further says that he or she has neither paid nor promised any person, firm or corporation any discount, rebate, commission or refund for the purpose of securing this advertisement for publication in the said newspaper.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this ___ day of ___, A.D. 19___.

_____________________

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:

_____________________
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