12D-13.051 General Rules Governing Redemption, Purchase, or Transfer of Tax Certificates.

(1) Definitions. As used in these rules, the term “redemption” refers to the procedure by which the legal titleholder of property, or someone acting in behalf of the legal titleholder, pays to the tax collector the amount required to cancel and invalidate a tax certificate or portion thereof (as allowed by these rules) which is otherwise valid. The term, “Date of Redemption” is the date when the legal titleholder of property, or someone acting in behalf of the legal titleholder, pays to the tax collector in the manner provided by law the amount required to cancel and invalidate a tax certificate or portion thereof which is otherwise valid. The term “purchase” as used in Rules 12D-13.051 through 12D-13.054, F.A.C., refers to the procedures by which a person who is not the legal titleholder or someone acting in their behalf buys a tax certificate or portion thereof (as allowed by these rules) previously struck off to the county. The term “transfer” as used in Rules 12D-13.051 through 12D-13.054, F.A.C., refers to the procedures by which an individually owned tax certificate is sold, assigned or conveyed to another party.

(2)(a) When a tax certificate is redeemed, in whole or in part, the tax collector shall give the party making a redemption a receipt and certification showing the amount paid, a description of the property redeemed, the date, and number of the redeemed certificate.

(b) Those tax certificates issued against fee time-share real property shall be collected as a whole and not divided into individual units.

(3)(a) When a tax certificate held by an individual has been redeemed, in whole or in part, the tax collector shall determine the identity of the holders entitled to the proceeds of the redemption. The tax collector shall send a notice to the certificate holder’s last known address advising the holder to surrender the certificate. The tax collector shall pay to the holder of a redeemed tax certificate the face amount of the certificate and accrued interest at the rate stated in the certificate from the date of issuance to the date of redemption. However, if the accrued interest is less than five percent of the face amount of the certificate, the tax collector shall collect and pay to the holder a minimum mandatory charge of five percent of the face amount of the certificate on redemption. Provided further, the tax certificate shall not bear interest nor shall the five percent minimum mandatory charge on redemption be applicable during the 60-day period following the delinquency date. On tax certificates issued before July 1, 1973 or where the rate of interest bid was zero percent the applicability of the five percent minimum mandatory charge on redemption shall be as provided by subsection 12D-13.053(3), F.A.C.

(b) If the certificate is not surrendered within 90 days of notification, the tax collector shall on the first day of the following quarter remit the unclaimed redemption funds to the board of county commissioners, less the sum of five dollars on each 100 dollars or fraction thereof, which shall be retained by the tax collector as a service charge. These are funds that the tax collector has held for the holder of redeemed certificates, but has been unable to pay over because of failure to surrender the certificate for payment.

(c) After a period of two years from the date said funds are transferred to the board of county commissioners all claims to such funds are forever barred and such funds shall become the property of the county. The date said funds are transferred to the board of county commissioners shall be the date on which the two-year limitation commences.

(4) When a tax certificate is owned by the county and held by the tax collector and the tax certificate is redeemed or purchased in whole or in part, the tax collector shall disburse to the various taxing authorities sharing in the proceeds of the certificate their pro rata share in the proportion that its millage bears to the total millage levied on the parcel for the year the taxes were assessed.

(5) Where a taxing authority or authorities have been abolished, the share they would have received from the certificate should pass as directed by the law that abolished such taxing authority. If such law contains no direction, the tax collector shall distribute the abolished taxing authority’s share on the pro rata basis to the taxing authorities in existence at the time of redemption. However, taxing authorities that were not in existence when the taxes were levied are not entitled to share in the proceeds of certificate redemptions or purchases.

(6) When the whole interest represented by a certificate is not redeemed or purchased, the description of the interest, the date of redemption or purchase, and the amount received shall be posted on the certificate by the collector. A partially redeemed certificate shall be retained by the original owner or tax collector, as the case may be, subject to the posting entry made by the tax collector. When the whole interest represented by the certificate is redeemed, the certificate shall be canceled.

(7) The tax collector is entitled to the following fees:

(a) Six dollars and twenty-five cents for each certificate redeemed, partially redeemed, or purchased from the county.

(b) Five dollars per one hundred dollars or any fraction thereof, for remitting unclaimed redemption funds to the board of county commissioners.

(c) Two dollars and twenty-five cents for officially endorsing the transfer of a tax certificate from one individual owner to another party and denoting said transfer on the List of Certificates sold.

(8) Payment to the tax collector for redemption or purchase of tax certificates is recommended to be cash, bank draft, certified check or money order.

(9) When a tax certificate is redeemed, purchased, or transferred, the following shall be denoted on the List of Certificates sold:

(a) The fact that a certificate was redeemed or purchased, and an indication of whether it was a partial redemption or purchase, or the fact that a certificate was transferred.

(b) The name of the person who redeemed or purchased the certificate or to whom a certificate was transferred.

(c) The amount paid for redemption or purchase.

(d) The date of redemption, purchase or transfer.

(e) The amount of money due to the holder of a redeemed certificate.
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