12D-13.052 Redemption or Purchase of Tax Certificates Belonging to the County.

(1) When tax certificates are struck off to the county, they shall be held by the tax collector of the county in which the property is located. A tax certificate struck off to the county may be redeemed in whole or in part, at any time before a tax deed has been issued or before the property is placed on the list of lands available for sale, so long as the interest to be redeemed can be ascertained by legal description. Except for certificates struck off to the county pursuant to Section 197.432, F.S. and Rule 12D-13.047, F.A.C., a tax certificate struck off to the county may be purchased, in whole or in part, at any time before a tax deed has been issued or before the property is placed on the list of lands available for sale, so long as the interest to be purchased can be ascertained by legal description.

(2) When a taxpayer desires to redeem or purchase a portion of a tax certificate which can be readily separated from the whole by legal or usual subdivision, the tax collector shall prepare and forward a request for apportionment of value to the property appraiser. Within 15 days after the request is filed by the tax collector, the property appraiser shall apportion the property into the parts sought to be redeemed or purchased, and return the apportionment to the tax collector. The collector shall immediately notify the person desiring to redeem or purchase parts of the certificate so that immediate redemption or purchase may be completed.

(3) The person redeeming or purchasing the certificate shall pay the amount of the tax certificate, 18 percent interest per year, calculated monthly from the month the tax certificate was struck off to the county to the date of redemption or purchase, and all applicable fees. When the certificate is being purchased, the amount paid shall become the new face value of the certificate. Interest shall be at the rate of 18 percent per year. However, if the certificate is redeemed and the interest earned is less than five percent of the face of the certificate, then the five-percent minimum mandatory charge shall apply. The five-percent minimum mandatory charge does not apply when a certificate is purchased from the county. Provided further, the tax certificate shall not bear interest, nor shall the five-percent minimum mandatory charge on redemption be applicable during the 60-day period following the delinquency date.
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