12D-13.064 Lands Available for Taxes.

(1) If the tax deed application was made by the county and there are no other bidders, the clerk shall enter the land on a “List of Lands Available for Taxes”. If all outstanding tax sale certificates from the land were issued after July 1, 1999, the county shall then have 90 days after the land is placed on the list to purchase the land for the opening bid. If any tax sale certificates were sold on or before July 1, 1999, the 90 days shall run from the sale date. After 90 days, any person or governmental unit may purchase the land for the opening bid. If the county does not elect to purchase the land, the county must notify each legal titleholder of property contiguous to the land available for taxes, as provided in Section 197.502(4)(h), F.S., before expiration of the 90-day period. Interest on the opening bid continues to accrue through the month of sale as prescribed by Section 197.542, F.S. Where property is purchased from the list by the county or other governmental unit for its own use, omitted years’ taxes may be canceled in the manner prescribed under the provisions of Section 197.447, F.S.

(2) Taxes shall not be extended against parcels contained on the list but shall be added to the minimum bid as they become due.

(3) If not purchased, lands contained on the list with any certificates issued on them on or before July 1, 1999, shall escheat to the county, free and clear as provided under Section 197.502(8), F.S., seven years after the date on which the property was offered for tax deed sale. If not purchased, lands contained on the list on which all certificates on them were issued after July 1, 1999, shall escheat to the county, free and clear as provided under Section 197.502(8), F.S., three years after the date on which the property was offered for tax deed sale. The clerk shall execute an escheatment tax deed vesting title in the board of county commissioners of the county in which the property is located.
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