14-10.049 Screening Criteria.

(1) Any junkyard lawfully in existence under Section 339.241, Florida Statutes, on December 8, 1971, located outside of zoned or unzoned industrial areas, which is within one thousand (1,000) feet of the nearest edge of the right of way of all Interstate and Federal-Aid Primary Highways shall be screened so as not to be visible from the main traveled way or removed from sight. No screening will be allowed on state right of way unless placed there by the Florida Department of Transportation.

(a) The owner of a junkyard which is required to be screened shall submit a plan drawn to scale indicating how screening is to be accomplished. Such plan shall show the construction details of the screening to be used and the location of the buildings and driveways. The plan will also describe the placement of the junk, i.e., rows of junk cars, stacked junk cars, piles of scrap iron, etc., and the topography of the junkyard including pictures of the site.

(b) Acceptable Screening Material: Subject to the approval of the Florida Department of Transportation, acceptable fencing shall include fences of steel or other metals, durable woods such as heart cypress, redwood, or other wood treated with a preservative, or walls of masonry. Some of the types acceptable are:

1. Fencing Material:

a. Chain link type with aluminum, steel, plastic, or wooden slat inserts.

b. Wooden types of basket weave, palisade, louver, or other suitable design.

c. Walls of masonry including plain or ornamental concrete block, block, brick stone, or other suitable masonry material.

d. Earth mounds used individually or in combination with plantings and fencing.

NOTE: The above types of fencing and walls are given for examples only. Any other design of fencing constructed of other materials may be submitted for consideration.

2. Plant Material:

a. Plant materials indicated on the plans shall specify the botanical name of the plant materials used, the size at the time of planting, and the spacing between plants. All plant material shall be predominately evergreen and approved by the Florida Department of Transportation.

b. The minimum size of plant material at the time of planting shall be as follows:

Shade trees: 1'' – 1 1/2'' caliper (deciduous)

Multi-stem trees: 4' – 5' in height (hawthorne, crepe myrtle, etc.)

Evergreen trees: 4' – 5' in height (pinus, magnolia, etc.)

Evergreen shrubs: 2 1/2' – 3' in height (including plantings that will not get “leggy” as elaeagnus, abelia, etc.)

c. Planting plans shall show plant pit size, back fill material used, and planting and staking details. Care should be exercised in selecting plant material to assure that the selected plantings will not get “leggy” as they mature (such as some pine trees) so that the junk the plantings are attempting to screen becomes exposed. Seedlings should also be considered as a supplement to the bigger plants where appropriate. The junkyard operator will be responsible for assuring that shrubs, bushes, etc., planted to screen junkyards are adequately watered, fertilized, and maintained to effectively screen the junk. The junkyard operator will be responsible for replacing any dead, sick or damaged plants at the time that such condition is first observed. During the next regular junkyard inspection or at the time the operator requests payment for screening of the junkyard, the Department will determine if the screening is adequate to screen the junk from view of persons traveling on the controlled road. The Department will advise the owner of deficiencies needing corrective action such as dead or damaged plantings that need replacement, screening of insufficient height or density to be effective or other conditions that allow the junk to be seen from the controlled highway. The junkyard operator will not be reimbursed for the eligible costs incurred in screening the junkyard until these deficiencies have been corrected.

Specific Authority 334.044(2) FS. Law Implemented 339.05, 339.241(3), (4), (6), (7) FS. History–New 12-10-77, Amended 6-26-78, Formerly 14-10.49, Amended 6-28-98.

