14-20.003 Placement of Transit and School Bus Shelters. 

The appropriate city or county government in whose jurisdiction a transit or school bus shelter is to be located may approve, by written authorization, the erection and placement of a shelter. A shelter may be located on the right of way of a Federal-Aid Highway or State Highway when it complies with the following:

(1) Shelters may be erected upon approval of proposed shelter locations and building plans, by the appropriate city or county government.

(2) A transit bus shelter may be erected only at bus stops designated by a public transit agency.

(3) A school bus shelter may be erected only at bus stops designated by the local school board and identified as having service a minimum of ten times in a five-day period, excluding weekends and holidays.

(4) Transit bus shelters shall be located at a minimum of 12 feet from an intersection, as measured along the tangent line of the state road beginning at the point of the intersection of the radius of the connecting road and tangent of the state road.

(5) School bus shelters shall be located at a minimum of 50 feet from an intersection, as measured along the tangent line of the state road beginning at the point of the intersection of the radius of the connecting road and the tangent of the state road.

(6) School bus shelters erected outside of the urban limits shall be spaced so that no more than two shelters are erected per mile of a two-lane highway and no more than four shelters are erected per mile on highways with four or more lanes having a minimum of five foot unpaved median or a physical barrier.

(7) Shelters are prohibited in medians and on limited access facilities.

(8) The shelter location must meet the set back and minimum clear recovery zone requirements as detailed in the Department’s Roadway and Traffic Design Standards for Design, Construction, Maintenance and Utility Operations on the State Highway System, Index Number 700, entitled “Design Criteria Related to Highway Safety.” The Department’s Roadway and Traffic Design Standards for Design, Construction, Maintenance and Utility Operations on the State Highway System is incorporated by reference in Rule 14-85.004, F.A.C.

(9) Shelters shall not be located within 15 feet of any fire hydrant or handicapped parking space.

(10) A shelter shall not obstruct any sidewalk, bike path, pedestrian path, driveway, drainage structure, or ditch, etc., and shall provide at least three feet clearance for pedestrian traffic.

(11) Prior to the installation of the shelter, the impacted utility companies must be notified to determine location of utilities and prevent conflicts.

(12) All shelter utility connections shall comply with Rule 14-46.001, F.A.C., and must be approved by the appropriate city or county building department.

(13) The owner of abutting property shall be notified by certified mail of the proposed shelter location if there will be advertising. Such owner of the abutting property shall be provided an opportunity to comment.

(14) Advertising on a shelter shall be no greater than 72 inches by 60 inches per side of the shelter including the roof. There shall be no more than one advertisement per side.

(15) Companies engaged in the business of outdoor advertising shall obtain and maintain a current license pursuant to Section 479.04, Florida Statutes, and Rule 14-10.003, F.A.C.

(16) Flashing lights on shelters are prohibited. All lights must be placed or shielded so they do not interfere with motorists on the roadway. Lights are not permitted for the sole purpose of illuminating advertising.

(17) Sides and internal dividers in shelters shall be constructed in a manner to provide visibility of waiting passengers to passing traffic and pedestrians. All transparent materials will be shatterproof. No shelter shall be located in such a manner, or be constructed of such materials to adversely affect sight distances at any intersection or obstruct the view of traffic signs or other traffic control devices.

(18) The maximum height of a shelter cannot exceed ten feet.

(19) Shelters must be securely attached to their foundations and must provide for a clear opening between the structure and the ground or foundation to facilitate cleaning and to preclude the accumulation of debris.

(20) Shelters shall be properly maintained as to aesthetics, function, and safety. If the Department finds any shelter in violation of any portion of this rule, except those determined to endanger life or property, the Department shall provide written notice of the violation to the appropriate city or county government, who shall correct the violation or remove the shelter within 30 days after receipt of the notice. If the Department finds any shelter to be a danger to life or property, the Department shall provide notice to the appropriate city or local government, who shall take immediate steps to make the shelter safe or remove the shelter. If the condition or location of a shelter is not corrected in accordance with the Department’s notice, the Department will cause the shelter to be removed and seek the cost of removal from the appropriate city or county government.

(21) Whenever necessary for the construction, repair, improvement, maintenance, safe and efficient operation, alteration, or relocation of all, or any portion of a State Road, as determined by the Department, any bus shelter and appurtenances thereto, authorized by this Rule, shall be immediately removed from said State Road Right of Way or shall be reset or relocated thereon as required by the Department, at the expense of the shelter owner unless reimbursement is authorized by separate agreement. In the event the relocation of said shelters is scheduled to be done simultaneously with the Department’s construction work, the shelter owner shall coordinate with the Department before proceeding. The shelter owner shall cooperate with the Department’s contractor to arrange the sequence of work so as not to delay the work of the Department’s contractor and shall defend any legal claims of the Department’s contractor due to delays caused by the shelter owner’s failure to comply with the approved schedule. The shelter owner shall not be responsible for delays for reasons beyond the shelter owner’s reasonable control.
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