14-20.0032 Placement of Transit Bus Benches. 

The Department allows placement and maintenance of transit bus benches on the right of way of a Federal-Aid highway or state highway pursuant to written approval by the appropriate city or county government within whose jurisdiction the bench is to be located. All bus benches shall be subject to the following:

(1) Transit bus benches placed on the right of way shall not exceed 74 inches in length, 28 inches in depth, and 44 inches in height.

(2) Any bench placed on any part of a sidewalk shall leave at least three feet clearance for pedestrian traffic between the bench and the nearest edge of the road.

(3) Transit bus benches shall not be placed in the median of any divided highway or on limited access facilities.

(4) Unless otherwise herein provided, transit bus benches shall be placed only at recognized transit stops. However, only the minimum number of benches necessary to accommodate the comfort and convenience of the general public shall be erected or maintained.

(5) Benches may be placed at points of pedestrian convenience other than recognized transit bus stops, where, in the judgment of the appropriate city or county government, there exists a necessity for such seating or where such seating would otherwise serve the public interest and shall comply with all other requirements placed upon transit bus benches in Rule 14-20.0032, F.A.C. However, only the minimum number of benches necessary to accommodate the comfort and convenience of the general public shall be erected or maintained.

(6) If the Department finds any bench in violation of any portion of this rule, except those determined to endanger life or property, the Department shall provide written notice of the violation to the owner of the bench, or the appropriate city or county government, who shall correct the violation or remove the shelter within 30 days after receipt of the notice. If the Department finds any bench to be a danger to life or property, the Department shall provide notice to the owner of the bench, or the appropriate city or county government, who shall take immediate steps to make the bench safe or remove the bench. If the condition or location of a bench is not corrected in accordance with the Department’s notice, the Department will cause the bench to be removed and seek the cost of removal from the owner of the bench.

(7) Commercial advertising shall be displayed upon a transit bus bench only on either the front or rear surface of the backrest area.

(8) Advertising displayed on a transit bus bench shall not be greater than 72 inches in length nor greater than 24 inches in height, and no advertising displayed upon a bench shall be of a reflectorized material.

(9) The transit bus bench location must meet the set back and minimum clear recovery zone requirements as detailed in the Florida Department of Transportation’s Roadway and Traffic Design Standards, Index Number 700, entitled “Design Criteria Related to Highway Safety” (incorporated by reference in Rule 14-85.004, F.A.C).

(10) Any transit bus bench that was in service prior to April 1, 1992 may be replaced with a bus bench of the same size or smaller, if the bench is damaged or destroyed or otherwise becomes unusable.

(11) Any transit bus bench placed at points of public convenience which violates any portion of this rule shall be subject to removal upon 30 days notice if the violation is not corrected.

(12) Whenever necessary for the construction, repair, improvement, maintenance, safe and efficient operation, alteration, or relocation of all, or any portion of a State Road, as determined by the Department, any bus bench and appurtenances thereto, authorized by this Rule, shall be immediately removed from said State Road Right of Way or shall be reset or relocated thereon as required by the Department, at the expense of the bench owner unless reimbursement is authorized by separate agreement. In the event the relocation of said benches is scheduled to be done simultaneously with the Department’s construction work, the bench owner shall coordinate with the Department before proceeding. The bench owner shall cooperate with the Department’s contractor to arrange the sequence of work so as not to delay the work of the Department’s contractor and shall defend any legal claims of the Department’s contractor due to delays caused by the bench owner’s failure to comply with the approved schedule. The bench owner shall not be responsible for delays for reasons beyond the bench owner’s reasonable control.
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