14-26.0041 Definitions and Terms. 

As used in this Rule Chapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

(1) “Agricultural” means pertaining to, or dealing with husbandry, agriculture, or farm, including horticulture, floriculture, dairying, poultry, livestock, and other commodities with a situs of production upon the farm.

(2) “Axle Measurements” means the measurement between the centers of the axles as measured from center-to-center of wheel hubs.

(3) “Blanket Permit” means the same as “Multi-Trip Permit.”

(4) “Daytime Hours” is as defined by Section 316.003(7), Florida Statutes. Movement is prohibited at any time when visibility is impaired due to smoke, fog, rain, or visibility is less than 1,000 feet.

(5) “Department’s Permit Office” means the Permit Section, State Maintenance Office, Florida Department of Transportation, with offices located in Tallahassee, Florida. Mailing address is:

Florida Department of Transportation

Permit Section

605 Suwannee Street, M.S. 62

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0450

(6) “Emergency Move” means movement is necessary anytime life or property is in danger, requiring immediate response.

(7) “Escort Vehicles” means a separate vehicle equipped with a working, amber warning light device located on top of the escort vehicle, and operated by a qualified escort, law enforcement escort, or any combination shown in Rule 14-26.012, F.A.C.

(8) “Excluding Weekends and Holidays” means movement on Saturday and Sunday is limited to the period of time beginning one-half hour before sunrise and ending at 12:00 noon, and is prohibited all day on New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas. When any of these holidays are observed on a day other than the calendar date of that holiday, the observed dates shall be recognized as a holiday for the purposes of this requirement. Further, when additional days are observed around the calendar date of the holiday, such as the day before and the day after Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day, the additional observed date(s) shall be recognized as a holiday for the purposes of this requirement.

(9) “Expired Permit” means a trip permit which has lapsed for less than 24 hours or a multi-trip permit which has lapsed for less than 30 days; all other lapsed permits shall cause the vehicle to be considered to be operating without a permit.

(10) “External Bridge” (also called “outer-bridge”) means the distance from the center of the front steering axle of the vehicle (or combination of vehicles) to the center of the last axle of the vehicle (or combination of vehicles).

(11) “Fifth Wheel” means a mechanism designed to couple a semi-trailer to a truck tractor which supports the forward portion of the semi-trailer and is designed to allow swivel or turning of the trailer at the point located over the rear axles of the truck.

(12) “Flag” means a device at least 12 inches square made of red or florescent orange cloth or plastic used to warn approaching traffic of a safety hazard.

(13) “Gross Vehicle Weight Rating” (GVWR) means the loaded weight of a single vehicle specified by the manufacturer and as provided in 49 C.F.R. Section 383.5.

(14) “Gross Weight” means the total weight imposed on the road surface by all axles on the vehicle, including weight of the vehicle and any load thereon.

(15) “Implement of Husbandry” is as defined in Section 316.003(16), Florida Statutes.

(16) “Inner-Bridge” refers to the following: For the Interstate Highway System, inner-bridge legal weight limits are established. There is a weight limit for the truck tractor portion of the truck tractor/semi-trailer combination and a weight limit for the latter part of the combination. The extreme axle distances for each of the two portions are both designated as inner-bridge limits. The inner-bridge for the truck tractor portion is the distance from the center of the steering axle to the center of the last truck tractor axle. The inner-bridge for the latter portion is the distance from the center of the rear axle of the tractor or the center of the first axle of the rear axle group of the tractor to the center of the last axle of the trailer.

(17) “Kingpin Setting” means the distance between the kingpin or other peg which locks into the fifth wheel and the center of the rear axle or rear axle group.

(18) “Law Enforcement Escort” means any vehicle, including police motorcycles, recognized as police vehicle equipped with a permanent, external, blue light bar and operated by a police officer as defined in Section 316.003(32), Florida Statutes. A law enforcement escort may be used in place of a qualified escort. However, a qualified escort may not be used in place of a law enforcement escort.

(19) “Legal Loads” means the truck and item being hauled do not exceed the maximum length, width, height, and weight limitations established in Florida Statutes.

(20) “Limited Access Facility” is as defined in Section 316.003(19), Florida Statutes.

(21) “Local Moves” means hauling not more than a 50 mile radius from the point of origin.

(22) “Local Road” means a route providing service which has relatively low average traffic volume, short average trip length or minimal through traffic movements, and high land access for abutting property.

(23) “Manufactured Building” is as defined in Section 553.36(11), Florida Statutes.

(24) “Manufactured Home” is as defined in Section 320.01(2)(b), Florida Statutes.

(25) “Maximum Dimension means the maximum out-to-out dimensions of the vehicle and load thereon, including all protrusions.

(26) “Mobile Home” is as defined in Section 553.36(12), Florida Statutes.

(27) Multiple Loading means the placing of more than one item on a vehicle in a manner which exceeds the maximum length, width, height, and weight limitations established in Florida Statutes.

(28) “Multi-Trip Permit” means a permit issued to authorize multiple trips for a period not to exceed 12 months. With the exception of inner-bridge and wrecker permits, multi-trip permits shall not be used in combination with other permits.

(29) “Overhang” means that portion of a load or vehicle attachment that projects beyond the front or rear wheels of a vehicle or the front or rear bumper of a vehicle if it is equipped with a front or rear bumper.

(30) “Permittee” means the person to whom an oversize/overweight permit is issued.

(31) “Qualified Escort” means a person qualified to perform escort duties who has been qualified in the manner prescribed in paragraphs 14-26.012(1)(b) and (c), F.A.C.

(32) “Self-Propelled Equipment” means a single rigid frame unit propelled with its own power source, does not transport a divisible load, and includes equipment such as earth handling equipment, cranes, derricks and fire trucks.

(33) “Semi-trailer” is as defined in Section 316.003(46), Florida Statutes.

(34) “Straight Truck” is as defined in Section 316.003(70), Florida Statutes.

(35) “Trailer” is as defined in Section 316.003(58), Florida Statutes.

(36) “Trip Permit” means a permit issued to authorize hauling a load from point of origin to destination, one trip only. With the exception of “inner-bridge” and wrecker permits, trip permits shall not be used in combination with other permits.

(37) “Truck” is as defined in Section 316.003(59), Florida Statutes.

(38) “Truck Crane” means any motorized truck vehicle designed and constructed to be used primarily for lifting, lowering, or traversing while operating from either a secure stationary position or in a rolling position if specifically designed for rolling operation.

(39) “Truck Tractor” is as defined in Section 316.003(60), Florida Statutes.

(40) “Unrestricted Movement” means movement is allowed all days, all hours.

(41) “Valid Permit” means a special permit pursuant to Section 316.550, Florida Statutes, including attachments thereto, that has been issued by the Department and has not been altered, changed, or otherwise modified except in writing by the original issuing authority and such written amendment accompanies the original permit.

(42) “Vertical Height Indicator” means a device located on the escort vehicle used to determine vertical clearance. This device must be manufactured of non-conductive and non-destructive material and must be a minimum of 6 inches higher than the load being escorted.

(43) “Warning Light” means an electrical lighting device located on permitted vehicle and escort vehicles, used to warn all approaching traffic of a possible safety hazard.

(44) “Warning Sign” means a sign device, located on permitted vehicle and escort vehicles, used to warn all approaching traffic of a possible safety hazard.

(45) “Wrecker Permit” means a special permit issued for the operation of a wrecker where the combined weight of the wrecker plus towed disabled vehicle exceeds the maximum weight established by Section 316.535, Florida Statutes. It may be used in combination with a disabled vehicle’s permit.

Specific Authority 316.550, 334.044(2) FS. Law Implemented 316.515(5), 316.550 FS. History–New 9-15-87, Amended 7-21-91, 6-23-96, 11-10-98.

