14-26.01311 Permits to Move Sealed Containerized Loads.

(1) Definitions. For the purposes of this rule:

(a) In accordance with Section 316.302(4), Florida Statutes, hazardous waste or hazardous materials are those as defined in 49 C.F.R. 172.504 Table 1 and hazard classes 2.1, 2.2, 3, 4.2, and 6.1 in Table 2.

(b) A sealed containerized load is a freight container as defined by the International Standards Organization, Series 1, Freight Containers – Classification, dimensions and ratings, ISO668-1988 [E], which freight container may or may not have wheels.

(c) Destination point is the location where the packer’s seal or U.S. Customs’ seal is broken.

(d) Point of origin is the location where the packer’s seal is affixed.

(2) General. The Department shall treat a sealed containerized load being moved via a truck or trucks and rail in conjunction with a maritime shipment, as a “nondivisible” load when:

(a) The sealed container does not transport hazardous waste, or hazardous materials, as defined in paragraph (1)(a). Exceptions for materials packaged as provided in 49 C.F.R., Part 172.101 Hazardous Material Table are allowed. Hazardous materials meeting these packaging exceptions will be eligible for overweight permits; and

(b) The sealed container is being moved by a vehicle qualified to do so under the provisions of this rule:

1. From a maritime port to the destination point; or

2. From a maritime port to a railroad facility for movement to the destination point; or

3. From the point of origin to a maritime port; or

4. From the point of origin to a railroad facility for movement to a maritime port; and

(c) The container retains the original unbroken seal or a replacement U.S. Customs’ seal throughout its transit until reaching its point of destination.

(3) Unless at least one of the conditions in paragraph (2)(b) above is met, no sealed containerized load movements will be permitted under this rule for overweight loads moved by truck or truck and rail from one point to another within the state or from a point within the state to a point in another state.

(4) Required On-Board Documents.

(a) The operators of vehicles transporting sealed containerized loads under the provisions of permits issued pursuant to this rule shall at all times have on board and under their control and available for inspection at least one of the following documents:

1. A short form master bill of lading;

2. A copy of an electronically transmitted way bill; or

3. A completed U.S. Customs Service Authority to move (Form 75-12) valid for the permitted load.

(b) The document(s) required in subsection 14-26.01311(4), F.A.C., shall include the following readily identifiable information:

1. Consignor;

2. Point of origin;

3. Consignee;

4. Point of destination; and

5. Either the number of the packer’s cargo seal or the number of the U.S. Customs seal; and

6. A statement that the load being transported does not contain any hazardous material as defined in paragraph 14-26.01311(1)(a), F.A.C.

(c) The document(s) required in paragraph 14-26.01311(4)(a), F.A.C., shall be in the form of hard copy having a signature on each document authenticating the document or a certification signed and dated or by an authorized agent of the permit holder stating that the attached documents are authentic. The required document(s) may be either originals or copies. Original documents shall bear original signatures and copies shall bear original signatures unless they bear a copy of a signature made before copying.

(5) No Straight Trucks. Because of the nature of the load to be carried and the potential for increased wear to the highway from vehicles so loaded, no straight truck, as defined in Section 316.003(70), Florida Statutes, shall be eligible for a permit to be issued pursuant to this rule.

(6) Trip Permits. When ordering a trip permit to transport sealed containerized loads, the hauler must furnish all relevant details on the proposed move to the Department’s Permits Section. At a minimum, this shall include:

(a) Maximum gross weight; and

(b) Axle spacing (center to center of each axle); and

(c) The origin and destination of the highway move, specifying intersections at which the vehicle will enter and leave the State Highway System; and

(d) Either the number of the packer’s cargo seal or the number of the U.S. Customs’ seal; and

(e) The State highway(s) requested to be traveled; and

(f) An affidavit providing:

1. A reasonable description of the contents of the sealed containerized load to be moved under the requested trip permit;

2. A statement that movements under the requested trip permit will not contain any hazardous material as defined in paragraph (1)(a) of this rule; and

3. A statement that the sealed containerized loads to be moved under the requested trip permit will involve domestic maritime movements, international maritime movements or both;

(7) Multi-Trip Permits. When requesting a multi-trip permit, the applicant shall furnish the following details on the proposed move:

(a) The maximum gross vehicle weight (GVW) of the vehicle and load to be transported under the requested multi-trip permit; and

(b) The axle spacing from center to center of each axle of vehicles to be utilized under the requested blanket permit.

(c) An affidavit providing:

1. A reasonable description of the probable cargo uses to be made of the sealed containers to be moved under the requested blanket permit;

2. A statement that movements under the requested permit will not contain any hazardous material as defined in paragraph (1)(a) of this rule; and

3. A statement that the sealed containerized loads to be moved under the requested multi-trip permit will involve domestic maritime movements, international maritime movements or both;

(8) Allowable Axle Weights. The gross weight imposed on the highway by the wheels of any axle of a vehicle operating under a permit issued pursuant to this rule shall not exceed the legal limit for the type of axle configuration being assessed as provided in Section 316.535, Florida Statutes.

(9) Overall Gross Vehicle Weight. Vehicles operating under a permit issued pursuant to this rule shall not exceed an overall gross vehicle weight (GVW) of 95,000 pounds.

(10) Axle Spacings. All vehicles operating under a permit issued pursuant to this rule shall meet the minimum axle spacing requirements, dictated by structural analyses of the bridge structures to be involved.

(11) Number of Axles. All vehicles operating under a permit issued pursuant to this rule shall have a minimum of five full-time, load-bearing axles.

(12) Outer Bridge Length. All vehicles operating under a permit issued pursuant to this rule shall have an outer bridge length of 51 feet or greater (the outer bridge length is described in Section 316.535(3), Florida Statutes, as being the distance between the first and last axle of the vehicle or combination of vehicles, measured longitudinally to the nearest foot).

(13) The provisions of Rules 14-26.005 and 14-26.0051, F.A.C., shall not apply to permits to move sealed containerized loads.
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