14-48.0011 Safety Inspection of Bridges.

(1) Purpose. The purpose of this rule is to establish standards for safety inspection of bridges, as well as certification requirements for bridge inspectors.

(2) The Manual for Condition Evaluation of Bridges, 1994, Second Edition as revised by the 1995, 1996, 1998, and 2000, interim revisions, published by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of this rule. Copies of this manual are available from AASHTO, 444 North Capitol Street, Northwest, Suite 249, Washington, DC 20001.

(3) The Federal Highway Administration Recording and Coding Guide for the Structure Inventory and Appraisal of the Nation’s Bridges, December 1995, is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of this rule. This manual is available on line and can be downloaded at: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/mtguide.pdf.

(4) Training Course. Bridge inspectors must complete the Safety Inspection of In-Service Bridges course provided by the National Highway Institute. Information regarding this training can be obtained by contacting the National Highway Institute at its website: http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/default.asp.

(5) The Department will certify persons with a minimum of five years of bridge construction or maintenance inspection experience in a responsible capacity, who have completed the training course as bridge inspectors. The five years of constructive experience must include at least one year of experience conducting bridge safety inspections meeting the requirements of the National Bridge Inspection Standards, 23 C.F.R., Part 650, Subpart C, incorporated herein by reference. Also incorporated herein by reference is the Bridge Inspector’s Reference Manual, U.S. Department of Transportation Publication No. FHWA NHI 03-001, October, 2002, which is available for review and downloading at: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/bripub.htm. The other four years may include any combination of the following: engineering education, bridge construction, bridge maintenance, materials testing, or additional bridge safety inspection. The Application for Bridge Inspection Certification, DOT Form 850-010-16, Rev. 09/04, is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of this rule. Copies of this form can be obtained from State Maintenance Office, 605 Suwannee Street, MS 52, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0450.

Specific Authority 334.044(2) FS. Law Implemented 334.044(28), 335.074 FS. History–New 1-30-05.

