14-51.013 Sign Evaluation Process.

(1) Sign requests shall be evaluated according to the following criteria. Requests originate from city or county resolution, official representatives of schools or universities, and representatives of tourist attractions or businesses.

(2) Upon receiving a written request, the Department will determine whether:

(a) The written request concerns an eligible destination or service.

(b) The trip generation meets or exceeds the criteria. Are there seasonal considerations or is there significant rapid growth projected?

(c) The existing guide and supplemental guide signing contain adequate space for additional sign legend.

(d) The addition of the sign for the subject destination or service provides a benefit to the motoring public.

(3) The written request shall provide data to support the trip generation of the proposed destination. It shall also provide data to support the function of the facility (e.g., tourist attraction, shopping center) to determine which set of criteria from Table 1, Criteria for Signing Destinations on Limited Access Facilities, and Table 4, Criteria for Signing Destinations on Non-Limited Access Facilities, will apply. If support data is not supplied, the Department will require an engineering study to validate the written request.

(4) If the written request complies with these criteria the District Traffic Operations Engineer shall approve the sign installation subject to space availability.

(5) If a request for supplemental guide signing is received, but the interchange has the maximum number of destinations, then the request shall be denied. So long as the signed destination is in business, the Department will not replace it with a new destination, even if it has a higher number of annual trips.

(6) Occasionally, simultaneous applications for guide signing are received. Recalling that the intent of guide signing is to provide guidance for motorists who are not familiar with the route or area, the following shall be considered:

(a) Highest preference will be given to destinations that would attract a larger number of trips from distances greater than 100 miles.

(b) The likelihood that the destination will continue to generate a high number of trips or if there are seasonal characteristics.

(c) Local government recommendations.

(d) The development of a regional signing plan, with the cooperation of local government and the tourism industry organizations.

(7) Supplemental guide sign destinations are subject to a four year review cycle to verify that the trip generation characteristics are consistent with Department signing goals. This review will confirm that at least mid-way through the life of the sign panel (approximately seven to eight years) an opportunity will exist to make sign changes.

(8) Table 1, Criteria for Signing Destinations on Limited Access Facilities and Table 4, Criteria for Signing Destinations on Non-Limited Access Facilities, are mandatory criteria. The criteria will assist the District Traffic Operations Engineer when determining which destination will be signed for on both limited and non-limited access facilities. 

	Table 1  Criteria for Signing Destinations on Limited Access Facilities
	
	
	
	

	Type of Destination
	Criteria
	Guidelines
	
	

	
	
	Major Metro Areas1
	Urban Areas2
	Rural Areas3

	State and National Parks, and State Forest Recreational Areas
	Miles from Interchange
	15
	15
	15

	Private Colleges and Universities
	Number of Trips Generated Annuallyc
	900,000a
	550,000a
	300,000a

	
	
	1,200,000b
	750,000b
	450,000b

	
	Miles from Interchange
	15
	15
	15

	Military Bases
	Number of Trips Generated Annuallyc
	5,000,000
	4,000,000
	3,000,000

	
	Miles from Interchange
	10
	10
	10

	Veteran’s Administration (VA) Hospitals
	Miles from Interchange
	10
	10
	10

	Arenas, Auditoriums, Amphitheaters, Civic Centers, Convention Halls, Stadiums, Major Tourist Attractions (Fairgrounds, Amusement Parks, Zoos, etc.)
	Number of Trips Generated Annuallyd
	200,000
	165,000
	135,000

	
	Miles from Interchange4
	5
	5
	5

	Historical, Cultural, or Recreational Attractions, Historic Districts
	Number of Trips Generated Annuallyd
	100,000
	100,000
	100,000

	1. Over 50,000 population.
	
	
	
	

	2. 5,000 to 49,999 population.
	
	
	
	

	3. Under 5,000 population.
	
	
	
	

	4. The distance may be increased ½ mile for each 10 percent over the minimum requirement listed to a maximum of 2 times the maximum distance listed.
	
	
	
	

	a. Annual Trips = Number of Enrolled Students (who physically attend classes on campus) X 1.5 (college or university without dormitories, each student equals 1.5 trips) X Number of semesters per year X Number of weeks per semester X 5 days per week. Figures based on AASHTO’S 2001 Selection of Supplemental Guide Signs for Traffic Generators.
	
	
	
	

	b. Annual Trips = Number of Enrolled Students (who physically attend classes on campus) X 2.0 (college or university with dormitories, each student equals 2 trips) X Number of semesters per year X Number of weeks per semester X 5 days per week. Figures based on AASHTO’S 2001 Selection of Supplemental Guide Signs for Traffic Generators.
	
	
	
	

	c. One employee or military personnel equals 0.9 trips. Figures based on AASHTO’S 2001 Selection of Supplemental Guide Signs for Traffic Generators.
	
	
	
	

	d. Trip: a single or one-direction vehicle movement either to or away from the traffic generator.
	
	
	
	


Specific Authority 316.0745 FS. Law Implemented 316.0745 FS. History–New 3-27-05.

