14-51.043 Customized Place Name Signs.

(1) Customized treatment shall be considered only for municipal limits and counties on state highways other than limited access facilities.

(2) Place name signs located off the state highway right of way shall conform to Section 479.16(12), F.S.

(3) The preferred location of customized place name signs is off the state highway right of way, where increased lateral clearance can be used. In such instances the property owner’s permission is required. When additional right of way is not available, the Department will authorize placement of the sign within state highway right of way. Sufficient lateral clearance is particularly important for custom place name signs due to nonstandard designs and sizes.

(4) The sign and structure or other treatment shall be located, at or in proximity to, the geographical boundary of the county or municipality in the approach direction only.

(5) The proposed installation will not interfere in any manner with other traffic control devices in the area.

(6) Existing city limit or county boundary signs, and/or nonofficial signs or structures, at or near the location shall be removed.

(7) All signs and supporting structures shall be designed, constructed, and installed to meet the Department’s clear zone and safety criteria including breakaway features. The design shall be signed and sealed by a Professional Engineer registered in the State of Florida.

(8) Sign size and lettering shall be appropriate for driver readability without decreasing speed.

(9) Sign information shall be limited to the name of the city or county or logo, the words “Welcome To,” and where applicable, a regional designation or phrase.

(10) The sign and structure shall be completely devoid of any commercial advertising or the name of any political candidate and be of such design and color as to be in good taste and aesthetically pleasing.

(11) The primary location for custom place name signs shall be along the roadside behind curb and gutter sections. Medians will only be considered if other roadside locations, either on or off state highway rights of way, are not possible.

(12) Installations in any median shall meet the Department’s appropriate clear zone and safety criteria. Signs shall not be installed in both the median and roadside at a given location.

(13) Displays shall be fixed. Neither flashing or colored lights, nor changeable messages, shall be used. However, customized treatment, including interior or exterior illumination, is allowable. In the absence of lighting, signs shall be reflectorized.

(14) Upon approval of a customized place name sign request, the Department and the local government shall execute an agreement providing for the local government to install and maintain the customized sign/sign supports and all landscaping and shrubbery associated with the installation, as well as to defray the cost of any electrical energy necessary for operation of the sign display. The agreement shall clearly indicate that the Department reserves the right to have the installation modified or removed from the state highway right of way.

Specific Authority 316.0745 FS. Law Implemented 316.0745 FS. History–New 3-27-05.

