14-54.00121 Route Evaluation Standards. 

The route evaluation standards govern the general use of standard tandems on the State Highway System, excluding Florida’s Turnpike. The Department will afford standard tandems full access to roads on the State Highway System, consistent with statutory and safety requirements, except that operation of standard tandems on Florida’s Turnpike also must be consistent with the specific provisions relating to Turnpike operations. The following standards shall be used by the Department in the evaluation of roads and streets on the State Highway System for potential usage by tandem trailer trucks; to the extent feasible, roads and streets on the State Highway System will be evaluated on the basis of discrete roadway identifiers (county sections and sub-sections or combinations thereof):

(1) Roads and streets shall be posted to prohibit the operation of tandem trailer trucks if:

(a) Either or both of the following are found applicable:

1. The road or street is restricted to heavy truck travel because of construction detours or posted bridges; or

2. Accident statistics show that the following combined factors are exceeded:

a. The total combined length of high accident locations is greater than 25 percent of the total length of the discrete road or street segment being evaluated. (NOTE: High accident locations are defined as a length of the route that is on the Department’s high accident location listing for two of the last three years.); and

b. The percentage of truck tractor and heavy truck accidents over the last three years is greater than one and one half times the percentage of those trucks in the traffic stream over the same time period; or

(b) Two or more of the following are found applicable:

1. A bridge on the road or street is less than 24 feet in width between structural obstruction;

2. Tandem trailer trucks, in excess of 96 inches in width, would be operated on a road or street with curb and gutter sections which does not have at least one through lane of 11 feet or more in width in each direction; or

3. Each five mile segment of a lane of rural road does not have at least one 2,000 foot passing zone as measured by pavement markings. Where two contiguous five mile segments are being analyzed, a passing zone in one segment that touches or overlaps the other segment will be counted as fulfilling this requirement for both segments.

(2) Where the evaluation criteria provided in subsection 14-54.00121(1), F.A.C., are inconclusive, the District Secretary or his designee will conduct an over-the-road driving test of a street or road using a tandem trailer truck as a test vehicle. The test shall be conducted with a test vehicle that is loaded to at least 75 percent of its registered gross vehicle weight and the test vehicle must be driven at or near posted speeds. If, in any one mile of street or road under evaluation, any tire on the test vehicle encroaches more than one tire-width over the center line (except in cases of unusually high winds), that street or road will be posted to restrict tandem trailer truck operations. Any such determination to restrict tandem trailer truck operations shall be documented in a written report specifically identifying the safety consideration relied upon to reach such a decision. Local officials may perform over-the-road driving tests under this sub-section to the same extent as the District Secretary or his designee.

(3) The evaluation of standards listed in this section shall not apply to restricting operation of tandem trailer trucks in residential neighborhood streets.

Specific Authority 316.515, 316.611, 334.044(2) FS. Law Implemented 316.515, 316.611 FS. History–New 9-29-91, Amended 5-14-96.

