14-54.005 Other Regulations.

(1) Toll Tickets.

(a) General. Upon entering the Turnpike ticket system, a tandem trailer truck will be treated as two units and charged, according to the then-current classification schedules and method of toll collection:

1. The first unit will be the tractor and lead trailer; and

2. The second unit will be the converter dolly and second trailer.

(b) Standard Tandems. See paragraph 14-54.005(1)(a), F.A.C.

(c) Turnpike Doubles. See paragraph 14-54.005(1)(a), F.A.C.

(2) Driver Requirements.

(a) General. All drivers of tandem trailer truck combinations must have a current Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) with an endorsement for double trailers consistent with the provisions of Section 322.57, Florida Statutes.

(b) All drivers of turnpike doubles and all other individuals or companies operating turnpike doubles must comply with Section 316.302(1), Florida Statutes, except that driver exemptions as set forth in 49 C.F.R. Sections 391.21 and 391.67, Florida Statutes, shall not apply to drivers of turnpike doubles.

(c) All drivers of turnpike doubles must have a minimum of five years’ “linehaul” driving experience driving truck combinations.

(d) A driver of a turnpike double must have had no suspension or revocation of driving privileges in any state or province during the past three years where such suspension arose out of operations of a commercial motor vehicle.

(3) Overall Length, Minimum Axles, and Width.

(a) General. All over dimensional rules of the Department shall apply to tandem trailer truck combinations unless specifically excluded under the provisions of this rule chapter.

(b) The overall cargo carrying length of a turnpike double, as measured from the front of the first trailer to the rear of the second trailer including the interval between the two trailers, shall not exceed 106 feet.

(c) Turnpike doubles shall not exceed 13 feet 6 inches in height and 102 inches in width.

(4) Weight.

(a) All overweight rules of the Department shall apply to tandem trailer truck combinations unless specifically excluded under the provisions of this rule chapter.

(b) Except as provided below, a tandem trailer truck combination shall comply with all weight and axle spacings requirements of Chapter 316, Florida Statutes.

(c) In the event that a tandem trailer truck combination is composed of trailers of unequal gross weight, the heavier of the two shall be used as the lead trailer.

(d) The State’s statutory weight limits, as found in Chapter 316, Florida Statutes, apply to standard tandems.

(e) A turnpike double will not exceed 147,000 pounds GVW.

(f) The maximum gross weight of the truck tractor and the first semitrailer of a turnpike double shall not exceed 80,000 pounds.

(g) The maximum gross weight of the unit of dolly and second trailer of a turnpike double shall not exceed the lesser of:

1. 67,000 pounds, or

2. The weight provisions of the State’s outer bridge formula as expressed in Section 316.535(5), Florida Statutes, and as measured between the center of the foremost axle of the dolly and the rearmost axle of the trailer.
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