14-61.0011 Florida’s Turnpike System.

(1) Definitions. As used in these rules and regulations the following words, phrases or terms shall have the following meanings, where context will permit:

(a) “Bicycle” is as defined in Section 316.003(2), Florida Statutes.

(b) “Bus” means any motor vehicle designed for the transportation of ten or more passengers.

(c) “Department” means State of Florida, Department of Transportation acting under the provisions of Chapter 338, Limited Access and Toll Facilities, Florida Statutes.

(d) “Emergency Vehicles” mean vehicles of fire department, police vehicles, ambulances and emergency vehicles as are authorized by the Florida Highway Patrol or Department.

(e) “Florida Turnpike System or Turnpike System” means those limited access toll facilities Turnpike Projects pursuant to Section 338.22, Florida Statutes, the “Florida Turnpike Law”. The system includes, all traffic lanes, deceleration lanes, acceleration lanes, access ramps, structures, bridges, feeder roads, shoulders, median strips, service areas and any other areas within the rights of way of a generally divided highway or such other facilities as deemed necessary or desirable for operation pursuant to the trust indentures governing the Florida Turnpike System.

(f) “Moped” is as defined in Section 316.003(77), Florida Statutes.

(g) “Motorcycle” means any motor vehicle having a seat or saddle for the use of rider and designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contact with the ground, but excluding a tractor or a moped.

(h) “Motor Vehicle” means any self-propelled vehicle not operated upon rails or guideway but not including any bicycle or moped.

(i) “Operator” means a person who pushes, draws, propels, operates, drives, or is in charge of a vehicle.

(j) “Service Vehicle” means a vehicle customarily used for the purpose of towing, pushing, repairing or otherwise servicing disabled vehicles.

(k) “Tractor” means a motor driven vehicle designed for drawing other vehicles but which has no provisions for carrying loads independently.

(l) “Trailers, Semi-Trailers, and Tandem-Trailers” mean vehicles without motor power drawn by a motor powered vehicle.

(m) “Truck” means any motor vehicle, except those classified as a bus, taxicab, passenger auto, motorcycle, tractor, semi-trailer and tandem-trailer as defined herein.

(n) “Vehicle” means every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway, excepting devices used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.

(2) Vehicle Classifications for Toll Schedule Purposes. For purposes of determining tolls payable under the Toll Schedule fixed by the Department of the use of the Florida Turnpike System, the following vehicle classification shall apply:

(a) “Class 1” includes: Passenger cars, ambulances, hearses, station or ranch wagons, motorcycles, pick-up and panel trucks (four or less tires).

(b) “Class 2” includes: Two-axle, dual-tire trucks and buses (two axle, six tires).

(c) “Class 3” includes: Three-axle, single-unit truck, three-axle tractor trailer combinations, three-axle buses, a combination of vehicles not exceeding three axles (maximum 10 tires).

(d) “Class 4” includes: Four-axle tractor-semi-trailer or truck-trailer combinations, two-axle house trailer including pulling vehicle, a combination of vehicles not exceeding four axles (maximum 14 tires).

(e) “Class 5” includes: Five-axle tractor-semi-trailer or truck-trailer combinations, three-axle house trailers including pulling vehicle (maximum 18 tires).

(f) “Class 6” includes: Single-axle semi-trailers (house, boat or utility), the trailer itself (Pulling vehicle takes its own classification and Class 6 ticket covers the trailer).

(g) “Class 7” includes: Trucks, special permit, six or more axles, or a lesser number of axles, but more than maximum tires specified for Classes 3, 4, or 5.

(h) “Class 8” includes: Non-revenue vehicles.

(3) Toll Rules and Rates on the Florida Turnpike System.

(a) Evasion of Tolls. This includes entering or leaving the Florida Turnpike System or any part of its right-of-way, except through the regular toll booth lanes (except in emergency cases, and then only under the control and supervision of the Florida Highway Patrol or Toll Collectors), or committing any other act with intent to defraud or evade payment of tolls is prohibited. A full stop shall be made at toll booths when entering or leaving the Florida Turnpike System.

(b) Loss of Toll Ticket. The operator of a vehicle on the Florida Turnpike System who, for any reason, does not have a toll ticket upon reaching an exit toll station, shall be charged the toll for the appropriate vehicle classification from the most distant toll station within the closed ticket portion of the Florida Turnpike System.

(c) Exit of Vehicle at Point of Entry. The operator of a vehicle on the Florida Turnpike System who presents a toll ticket for payment to a toll collector at the same toll station at which such toll ticket was issued, shall be charged the toll for the appropriate vehicle classification from the most distant toll station on the Florida Turnpike System. Disabled vehicles on the Florida Turnpike System and service vehicles providing such towing shall not be charged a toll if it is necessary under these regulations for the particular vehicle to leave the Florida Turnpike System at the same toll station at which it entered. Operators of vehicles authorized to make U turns at service areas are excepted from the provisions of this regulation. In order to make an authorized U-turn the operator shall have his toll ticket stamped at the service area when returning to his/her original point of entry, and shall be charged rates indicated in italics as U-turn Rates.

(4) Limitations on Use of Turnpike System.

(a) Use of the Turnpike System and entry thereon by the following is prohibited:

1. Pedestrians.

2. Bicycles, mopeds, and motor scooters.

3. Vehicles drawn by animals.

4. Animals led, ridden or driven on the hoof.

5. Vehicles loaded with animals or poultry not properly confined.

6. Vehicles with deflated pneumatic tires, vehicles with tires in such condition they are, in the judgment of the Department employees or Florida Highway Patrol, unsafe for use upon the Turnpike System.

7. Vehicles in such conditions that they are, in the judgment of the Department employees or the Florida Highway Patrol, unsafe for use upon the Turnpike System. The burden of proof of the safe condition of such vehicle shall be upon the operator of such vehicle.

8. Vehicles with improperly secured loads.

9. Vehicles with metal tires, or solid tires worn to metal, and vehicles with caterpillar treads.

10. Vehicles, including any load thereon, exceeding the maximum dimensions of Section 316.515, Florida Statutes, except under special hauling permit issued by the Department or vehicles operated under tandem trailer permits issued by the Department.

11. Vehicles exceeding the weight limitation of Section 316.535, Florida Statutes, except under special hauling permit issued by the Department.

12. Farm implements and farm machinery, when self-propelled or towed.

13. Disabled vehicles in tow except under the following conditions:

a. Passenger vehicles which become disabled and must be removed by towing or pushing, shall be removed by being towed or pushed to the nearest exit by a service vehicle from an official Turnpike System contract garage.

b. Trucking and bus company vehicles, which become disabled and must be removed by towing or pushing, shall be removed only by being towed or pushed to the nearest exit by a service vehicle from: The official Turnpike System contract garage, a company owned and operated service unit, or an agency operating under contract with the subject company whose vehicle is disabled.

c. The provisions of subparagraph 14-61.0011(4)(a)13., F.A.C., shall apply only to the Florida Turnpike System.

14. Vehicles carrying explosives, except under special hauling permit issued by the Department, and in compliance with the rules and regulations promulgated by the State Insurance Commissioner and Section 316.302, Florida Statutes.

(b) The Department shall advise the Florida Highway Patrol of any observed violations of this rule or the Florida Uniform Traffic Control Law. All persons shall comply with the orders of Department employees and Florida Highway Patrol officers given to prevent the use of or entry on the Turnpike System for any of the aforesaid forbidden purposes. Employees of the Department shall render assistance to make an arrest when commanded by an officer of the Florida Highway Patrol or any other law enforcement officer.

(5) Hitchhiking – Loitering. The solicitation of a ride, commonly known as “hitchhiking”, on any portion of the Turnpike System, including toll plazas, is strictly prohibited. Loitering in or about the toll plazas, bridges, overpasses, underpasses, or any other structure, or any other portion of the Turnpike System, is prohibited.

(6) Soliciting or Carrying on Commercial Activity.

(a) No person shall engage in any commercial activity on the Turnpike System without the written permission of, or unless under contract with, the Department. Nor shall any person solicit business or funds for any purpose on the Turnpike System without written permit granted by the Department. No person shall at any time or in any manner electioneer on any part of the Turnpike System for or against any party ticket or any candidate for nomination, or officer on any party ticket, or for or against any proposition of any kind or nature to be voted upon at any election. Any person violating the provisions of this Section shall be punished as provided for in the section entitled, “Penalty”.

(b) No person shall post, distribute or display signs, advertisement, circulars, printed or written matter on the Turnpike System without written permission from the Department.

(7) Throwing, Hurling, Discharging Stones or Other Items on Turnpike System. It shall be unlawful for any person to throw, cast, fling, heave, hurl, toss, shoot or discharge any pellet, rock, stone, bomb, gun, firearm or any other article, or item, which might be considered dangerous to persons or property from, over, across, under or along any road, bridge, overpass, underpass, or any other structure of the Department.

(8) Damage to Property. No person shall disturb, tamper with or attempt to destroy, injure or deface, damage, mutilate, or remove any sign, delineator, structure, building, fence, trees, flowers, shrubs, or any other property or equipment of the Turnpike System, or any of its concessionaires.

(9) Waste and Rubbish. Disposal on the Turnpike System of bottles, cans, paper, garbage, rubbish, refuse or other waste material of any kind or description is prohibited.

(10) Alcoholic Beverages, Gambling and Weapons. The consumption of alcoholic beverages, participating in games of chance, and brandishing of weapons by any person is prohibited on the Turnpike System.

(11) Operation of Vehicles. Except for those provisions which are inconsistent with or modified by these rules, the provisions of Chapter 316, State Uniform Traffic Control, Florida Statutes, shall apply on the Turnpike System.

(12) Obedience to Officers, Signs and Signals. No person shall fail, neglect or refuse to comply with any order of a member of the Florida Highway Patrol, the collectors at toll booths at interchanges and barriers, flagmen of the maintenance forces and such other officers as may be employed by the Department for such purposes. No person shall fail, neglect or refuse to comply with any traffic control sign, signal or other device erected or displayed by the Department on the Turnpike System, unless directed otherwise by a member of the Florida Highway Patrol or Department employee.

(13) Speed Limits.

(a) A rate of speed on the Turnpike System by any vehicle in excess of the posted maximum speed limit shall be unlawful. No vehicles shall be operated on the Turnpike System less than 40 miles per hour, except where a lesser speed is posted, or when necessary to do so under the conditions of the road, inclement weather, or with regard to the actual and potential hazards then existing upon the Turnpike System.

(b) No person shall operate a vehicle on the Turnpike System at such a speed as to endanger the life, limb or property of any person, nor at a rate of speed greater than will permit such person to bring the vehicle to a stop without injury to another or his property. Under no conditions shall the speed exceed the limits heretofore established.

(14) One-way Traffic. Except as otherwise directed by proper authority, no person shall operate, push or otherwise cause to move, any vehicle on the Turnpike System except in the direction of traffic. The operator of a vehicle entering a service area, interchange, shoulder, or deceleration lane shall enter from the designated traffic lane. Upon entering a traffic lane from a service area, interchange or access ramp, the operator of a vehicle shall use the acceleration lane and he shall enter the Turnpike System with caution so as not to interfere with or endanger traffic.

(15) Use of Median Strip.

(a) The median strip of the Turnpike System is the area separating traffic moving in opposite directions. No person shall operate a vehicle across such median strip. Driving a vehicle on such median strip is prohibited. These provisions shall not apply to Turnpike construction vehicles, or Florida Highway Patrol, maintenance or official Department vehicles, or to emergency-service vehicles; nor to fire vehicles or ambulances, when operated in the performance of their official duties, provided that the operator thereof uses caution so as not to interfere with or endanger traffic.

(b) Nor shall these provisions apply to other emergency-service vehicles, if the crossing or use of the median strip is necessary for the purpose of towing, repairing or otherwise servicing a disabled vehicle provided that such crossing of the median strip shall be made only under the supervision and with the consent of the Florida Highway Patrol or an employee of the Department. On the Florida Turnpike System such crossing or use shall in addition be further restricted, as to emergency-service vehicles other than those operated by garages under contract with the Department, only to permit the crossing or use by an emergency-service vehicle coming to the assistance of a disabled trucking or bus company vehicle and provided that such emergency-service vehicle is:

1. Owned and operated by or

2. Under contract with the subject company whose vehicle is disabled. Disabled vehicles in tow by any emergency-service vehicles operating under these conditions shall be permitted to cross or use the median strip.

(c) Upon the recommendation of the Florida Highway Patrol the Department will authorize parking in the median strip. Parking shall, however, be permitted only if such parking will not interfere with maintenance operations. Such parking in the median strip shall, however, be permitted only if parking on the shoulder shall be considered by the Florida Highway Patrol to be dangerous or impractical.

(16) No U Turns. The making of a U turn at any point on the Turnpike System is prohibited unless authorized by the Florida Highway Patrol, or the Department. Excepted from the provisions of this paragraph are such authorized vehicles as described under subsection 14-61.0011(15), F.A.C. above, and then only under such conditions as are described therein.

(17) Overtaking a Vehicle. The provisions of the Florida Uniform Traffic Control Law shall be applicable to the overtaking and passing of vehicles on the Turnpike System except in areas posted to the contrary.

(18) Staying Within Traffic Lanes. A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practicable entirely within a single lane and shall not be moved from such lane until the driver has first ascertained that such movement can be made with safety.

(19) Parking, Stopping or Standing of Vehicles on Traffic, Deceleration or Acceleration Lanes. No vehicle on the Turnpike System shall be parked, stopped, or allowed to stand on the traffic lanes, acceleration lanes, deceleration lanes, bridges, structures, access ramps, or on shoulders in front of service areas between the traffic lane and the service area, or at any other place where posted to the contrary. Parking, standing or stopping on the shoulders of the Turnpike System shall be permitted only in an emergency, or when authorized by the Department, and then only on the shoulder to the right of the traffic lane facing in the direction of travel and only on condition that all wheels and projecting parts of the vehicle and load shall be completely clear of the travel lanes. In the event that it is necessary for the operator of a truck or tractor-trailer to leave such vehicle on the Florida Turnpike System unattended and it is impossible or impractical, in the opinion of the Florida Highway Patrol, to have such vehicle towed off the Florida Turnpike System, the operator shall obtain a parking permit from the Florida Highway Patrol before leaving the Turnpike System. The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to Department construction vehicles, maintenance or official Department vehicles.

(20) Accidents. In addition to the provisions of the laws of the State of Florida, the operator of a vehicle involved in an accident on the Florida Turnpike System resulting in injury or death to any person or damage to any property, real or personal, shall immediately stop such vehicle at the scene of the accident, render such assistance as may be needed, and give his name, address, license and registration number to the person injured or to the person sustaining the damage and to a member of the Florida Highway Patrol or to a toll collector at the nearest toll booth.

(21) Impounding of Vehicles. Vehicles illegally parked or abandoned on the Turnpike System may be towed off the Turnpike System and impounded. Such vehicles may not be removed from the storage compound until after the payment of towing, storage and other charges.

(22) Penalty. In addition to the penalty provisions of the laws of the State of Florida, where applicable, any person violating any of the above rules and regulations shall be punished as provided by Section 316.655, Florida Statutes.

Specific Authority 334.044(2), 338.239 FS. Law Implemented 338.01, 338.239 FS. History–New 8-5-96, Amended 10-30-96.

