40B-2.301 Conditions for Issuance of Permits.

(1) To obtain a water use permit, renewal, or modification pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, the applicant must provide reasonable assurances that the proposed use of water:

(a) Is a reasonable-beneficial use;

(b) Will not interfere with any presently existing legal use of water; and 

(c) Is consistent with the public interest.

(2) Reasonable assurances must be provided that the following criteria are met in order for a use to be considered reasonable-beneficial:

(a) The use must be in such quantity and of such quality as is necessary for economic and efficient use.

(b) The use must be for a purpose that is both reasonable and consistent with the public interest.

(c) The source of the water must be capable of producing the requested amounts and appropriate quality of water.

(d) The use will not degrade the source from which it is withdrawn.

(e) The use will not cause or contribute to flooding.

(f) The use will not harm offsite land uses.

(g) The use will not cause harm to wetlands or other surface waters. Harm to wetlands or other surface waters must be mitigated after completion of reduction or elimination of harm in accordance with sections 3.1.8. through 3.1.10. of the Water Use Permitting Guide.

(h) The use will not cause or contribute to a violation of either minimum flows or levels. 

(i) The use will not cause or contribute to a violation of state water quality standards in waters of the state as set forth in Chapters 62-301, 62-302, 62-520, and 62-550, F.A.C.

(j) The use is otherwise a reasonable-beneficial use as defined in Section 373.019(2), F.S., with consideration given to the factors set forth in subsection 62-40.410(2), F.A.C.

(k) A permit applicant’s proposed reasonable-beneficial use of an alternative water supply is presumed to be in the public interest.

(3) The standards and criteria set forth in the Water Use Permitting Guide, effective August 1, 2013, hereby incorporated by reference into this chapter, if met, will provide the reasonable assurances required in this section. This document is available at District headquarters and on the District’s website at www.mysuwanneeriver.com or at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03061.
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