14-86.002 Definitions.

As used in this rule chapter the following terms shall have the following meanings:

(1) “Applicable Standards” or “Applicable water quality standards or minimum design and performance standards” means those discharge standards of the appropriate regulatory entity which apply to the Department’s facility being connected to.

(2) “Approved Stormwater Management Plan” or “Master Drainage Plan” means a plan adopted or approved by a city, county, water management district or other agency with drainage or stormwater management responsibility; provided that such plan is actively being implemented; any required construction is substantially complete; appropriate downstream mitigative measures have been provided for in the plan; and that the use of any Department facilities either existing or planned, which are part of such plan have been coordinated with and agreed to by the Department.

(3) “Critical Duration” means the duration of a specific storm event (i.e., 100-year storm) which creates the largest volume or highest rate of net storm water runoff (post-development runoff less pre-development runoff) for typical durations up through and including the 10-day duration event. The critical duration is determined by comparing various durations of the specified storm and calculating the peak rate and volume of runoff for each. The duration resulting in the highest peak rate or largest total volume is the “critical duration” storm.

(4) “Drainage Connection” means any structure, pipe, culvert, device, paved or unpaved area, swale, ditch, canal, or other feature whether natural or created which is used or functions as a link or otherwise conveys stormwater runoff or other surface water discharge from the adjacent property to the Department’s facility.

(5) “Engineer” means a Professional Engineer registered in Florida pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 471, Florida Statutes, who as appropriate is competent in the fields of hydraulics, hydrology, stormwater management or stormwater pollution control.

(6) “Facility” means all man-made or natural features within the Department’s right-of-way or easement including, but not limited to curbs, gutters, swales, ditches, canals, channels, culverts, pipes, retention and detention areas.

(7) “Impervious Area” means surfaces which do not allow, or minimally allow, the penetration of water. Examples of impervious areas are building roofs, all concrete and asphalt pavements, lakes, ponds and other standing water areas, including some retention/detention areas.

(8) “Improvement” means any man-made change to property adjacent to the Department’s right-of-way made after the effective date of this rule chapter.

(9) “Positive Outlet” means a point of stormwater discharge into surface waters which under normal conditions would drain by gravity through surface waters ultimately to the Gulf of Mexico, or the Atlantic Ocean, or into sinks or closed lakes provided the receiving waterbody has been identified by the appropriate Water Management District as functioning as if it recovered from runoff by means other than transpiration, evaporation, percolation or infiltration.

(10) “Pre-improvement” is the condition of property before the effective date of this rule chapter.

(11) “Stormwater” means the flow of water which results from and occurs immediately following a rainfall event.

(12) “Surface Water” means water upon the surface of the earth whether contained in bounds created naturally or artificially or diffused. Water from natural springs shall be classified as surface water when it exits onto the earth’s surface.

(13) “Watershed” means the region draining or contributing water to a common outlet, such as a stream, lake or other receiving area.
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