14-88.002 Definitions.

All definitions contained in Section 338.221, Florida Statutes, are hereby incorporated by reference. The following definitions also shall apply:

(1) “Candidate Project” means a proposed revenue producing road project such as a toll road or bridge facility.

(2) “Commitment” means the execution of a legally binding agreement between a local governmental entity and a contractor or consultant who will provide labor, material, or other services for any phase of a project. A commitment results in the expenditure of funds.

(3) “Financial Feasibility” means that, as determined by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), projected revenues are sufficient to support the debt service of a bond issue, the proceeds of which, in combination with other resources as required or available from private or other public sources, are used to finance the total cost of the candidate project.

(4) “Local Governmental Entity” means a municipality, county, expressway authority, metropolitan transportation authority, or special district as defined in Section 165.031(5), Florida Statutes.

(5) “Project Phase” means a major element in the development of a candidate project and minimally includes preliminary engineering, traffic and revenue studies, environmental impact studies, financial advisory services, engineering design, utility relocation, right of way map preparation, right of way acquisition, construction and construction engineering inspection.

(6) “Applicant Application” means a proposal from a local governmental entity to the FDOT requesting Toll Facilities Revolving Trust Funds to implement one or more activities specified as potentially fundable by Sections 338.251(1) and (7), Florida Statutes. The activities and their definitions are listed below.

(a) “Preliminary Engineering” means activities that result in a preliminary engineering report as specified in “Project Development and Environmental Manual: Part I, Chapter 9” including exceptions that can be presented for consideration in an application.

(b) “Traffic and Revenue Study” means an analysis of a candidate project to determine projected traffic levels and needed toll revenues. Such studies are performed by traffic and revenue forecasting consultants who have at least five years of professional experience analyzing revenue producing projects that leads to the successful issuance of bonds.

(c) “Environmental Impact” means activities specified in FDOT “Project Development and Environment Manual – Part I and II.” All environmental activities funded by or required by this rule chapter shall conform to requirements of the Manual.

(d) “Financial Advisory Services” means services provided to advise on the most effective methods to finance the construction of a candidate project.

(e) “Engineering Design” means production of engineered plans as specified in subparagraph 14-75.003(7)(c), 1., 2. or 14-75.003(7)(d), 1., 2., 3. or 4., F.A.C.; and the use of competent personnel/consultants in the design process who meet the minimum qualification specified in Rule 14-75.003, F.A.C.

(f) “Right of Way Map” means maps that are produced to conform to the requirements of Rule Chapter 21HH-6, F.A.C., pursuant to Section 472.027, Florida Statutes.

(g) “Advanced Right of Way Acquisition” means acquisition of real property rights for use in the proposed candidate project.

(h) “Other Appropriate Project Related Professional Services” means only those professional services defined in Section 287.055(2)(a), Florida Statutes, that are directly related to an applicant project.

(i) “Shortages of Toll Revenues” means as specified in Section 338.251(6), Florida Statutes.

(7) “Applicant Project” is an approved/funded applicant application as defined in Rule 14-88.002, F.A.C.

(8) “Project Schedule” means a procedural plan (a detailed program of actions) that specifies what will be done by whom, when and where for each activity requested (by quarter) for the life of the applicant project.

(9) “Project Budget and Commitment Schedule” is a two year budget proposal that contains detailed lists (by fiscal quarter) of proposed trust funded activity and sub-activity expenditures that are consistent with the proposed project schedule.

(10) “Development Schedule” is a multi-year listing of all source and use of funds for all project phases of applicant and candidate projects with projected costs for each phase by fiscal year.

(11) “Consistent” with the adopted comprehensive transportation plan of the applicable Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and the Florida Transportation Plan (FTP) is defined consistently with the definition used in the comprehensive planning process: Section 163.3177(10)(a), Florida Statutes. Consistent means that a candidate project shall be documented to FDOT as “compatible with” and “furthers” the MPO and FTP plans. “Compatible with” means the candidate project is not in conflict with the plans. “Furthers” means the candidate project is an action being taken in the direction of realizing the goals or policies of the plans. In determining whether or not the candidate project is consistent with the MPO or the FTP plans, the plans shall be construed as a whole and no specific goal and policy shall be construed or applied in isolation from the other goals and policies in the plans.

(12) “Project Development and Environmental Manual: Part I and II” (topic #650-000-001-b, Florida Department of Transportation) describe a process by which transportation projects are developed by the Florida Department of Transportation. They contain requirements on project development, engineering, environmental impact and public involvement. The two part manual can be obtained from the Media Center for Maps and Publications Sales Office, Florida Department of Transportation, 605 Suwannee Street, Mail Station 12, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0450.

Specific Authority 20.23, 334.044(2), 338.251(11) FS. Law Implemented 338.251 FS. History–New 1-8-86, Amended 9-22-92.

