14-88.0041 Submission and Award.

(1) Applicant applications may be submitted at any time during a fiscal year. However, applications shall be submitted at least 90 days prior to the end of the fiscal year to be considered from available fiscal year funds.

(2) The Secretary of Transportation shall determine which applicant projects receive fund advances or support in accordance with the provisions of this rule chapter. For acceptable applications, the Secretary’s approval will minimally include but not be limited to consideration of the following criteria:

(a) Projected financial feasibility of a candidate project particularly with respect to a project beyond 60% of all engineering design plans;

(b) Local support for a candidate project expressed by resolutions, financial and in-kind contributions or guarantees, or other indications of support;

(c) Degree to which the candidate project is anticipated to improve the state transportation system;

(d) Degree to which the candidate project is anticipated to improve the roadway network of the area; and

(e) Degree to which the candidate project addresses well documented needs.

(3) Memoranda of agreement shall be executed by the Florida Department of Transportation with local governmental entities when fund advances are awarded. The agreements shall be issued to local governmental entities by the Department of Transportation for execution by the executive heads or chief administrative officers of the local governmental entities who shall be authorized by resolutions from the local governing bodies. The Secretary of Transportation will execute the agreements for the Department. The agreements shall minimally contain “standard conditions” that are uniformly included in memoranda of agreement, and “special conditions” that may be included as stipulations of an award but must be satisfied by an authority before an advance of funds can be executed. Standard conditions shall minimally cover the following subject matter:

(a) Trust fund dollar amounts to be advanced and procedures for transfer of funds to the local governmental entities;

(b) Consultant selection and management requirements;

(c) Fund expenditure and restriction requirements;

(d) Programmatic and financial reporting and audit requirements; and

(e) Fund repayment requirements.

Special conditions may cover programmatic or financial requirements.
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