15A-1.0125 Oral Examinations.

(1) If an applicant is unable to read, any required road rules or road sign tests shall be given orally.

(2) The same examination questions shall be used for both written, automated, and oral examinations.

(3) Unless an automated testing system is in the office, the examiner shall administer the road rules examination by orally asking each question of the applicant and noting the response. The examiner shall administer the oral road sign test by reading to the applicant two possible answers for what kind of sign it is and two possible answers for what the sign means, and then recording the responses. The oral road signs identification test must be facing the applicant while the test is being administered. The examiner must explain that at least fifteen signs and fifteen rules must be answered correctly for the applicant to pass.

(4) Oral tests shall consist of the same number of questions or road signs as the corresponding written or automated tests which would ordinarily be given a literate applicant in the same situation. An applicant shall fail an oral test for the same reasons as for a written or automated test, as provided for in Rule 15A-1.012, F.A.C.

(5) Examiners shall record the fact that an applicant was given an oral examination by checking the “oral” box on the application. If the examination was administered in a language other than English, the “non-English” box shall also be checked.

(6) Deaf applicants will be permitted to take an oral examination through an interpreter who shall be supplied by the applicant if a Department supplied interpreter is not available. No commercial driving school employees shall serve as interpreters. Whenever possible, the interpreter should not be related to the applicant. Prior to the beginning of the examination, the interpreter shall sign an Interpreter’s Affidavit (form HSMV-71472, Revised 8/87, and herein incorporated by reference), obtained at the driver license office when the examination is taken, that during the course of the examination no attempt will be made to assist the applicant by coaching or by supplying answers or hints, and that the interpreter’s sole service to the applicant during the examination will be the rendering of a true and accurate interpretation of the examiner’s questions and the applicant’s responses. If the interpreter refuses to sign the Interpreter’s Affidavit, the application procedure shall immediately cease and no examination will be given. The Department will issue local purchase orders up to one-hundred dollars ($100) for payment to interpreters of deaf or hearing impaired applicants.
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