15A-1.019 Reinstatement; Hardship.

Any driver whose driver’s license has been suspended, revoked, or cancelled for any reason, other than those exceptions listed in paragraph (5) below, and habitual offenders during the first year of their five year revocation, may apply immediately to the Department for the modification of the order or the reinstatement of a license pursuant to Section 322.271, F.S., as follows:

(1) Furnish the Department with the request for an administrative hearing by personal letter or on an Application for Hardship License (form HSMV-72306, Revised 12/91, and herein incorporated by reference), obtained from a local Driver Improvement office, and the following:

(a) Driver’s license, if in applicant’s possession.

(b) A Statement of Hardships (form HSMV-72307, Revised 9/92, and herein incorporated by reference), obtained from a local Driver Improvement office, containing the following: full name; address; date of birth; driver’s license number; date and reason for suspension, revocation or cancellation; and statements as to why a driver’s license is needed; applicant’s intentions regarding driving habits, if license is returned; and a list of all arrests for traffic violations in this and any other state.

(c) Three letters of recommendation from respected persons in the community in which the applicant resides.

(d) Proof of driver improvement school requirements as provided in Section 322.271, F.S.

(2) If, after the hearing, the Department modifies its suspension, revocation or cancellation order or reinstates the use of the applicant’s driver’s license, such use will be for employment or business purposes only as defined in Section 322.271(1)(c), F.S. for the remaining period of the original suspension or revocation.

(3) If, after the hearing, the Department affirms its original order, no further hearing shall be held, except that another hearing shall be granted by the Department if proof of new evidence is submitted within three months from the first hearing.

(4) A violation of the restrictions imposed on the use of a reinstated license shall cause the license to be automatically suspended or revoked for the remainder of the period of the original suspension or revocation.

(5) Exceptions to reinstatement on a limited restricted basis:

(a) Persons who have been convicted of two or more violations of Section 316.193, F.S., which does not result in a five or ten year revocation.

(b) Persons suspended two or more times for refusal to submit to a breath, blood or urine test pursuant to Section 322.261, F.S., are prohibited reinstatement on a restricted basis until the suspension period expires.

(c) Persons revoked for five years for two convictions of driving under the influence or driving with an unlawful blood alcohol level within five years, must serve twelve months of the revocation period, complete a Department approved substance abuse course, be under the supervision of a DUI school, abstain from drinking, and abstain from driving for a 1 year period prior to applying for reinstatement on a restricted basis.

(d) Persons revoked for ten years for three convictions of driving under the influence or driving with an unlawful blood alcohol level within a ten year period, must serve twenty-four (24) months of the revocation period, complete a substance abuse course, be under the supervision of a DUI school, and abstain from drinking, and abstain from driving for a 1 year period prior to application for a restricted driver’s license.

(e) Persons permanently revoked for four or more convictions of driving under the influence or DUI manslaughter, or because of a conviction of manslaughter resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle or vehicular homicide and has been convicted of driving under the influence, or DUI manslaughter may, upon the expiration of 5 years after the date of such revocation, petition the Department for reinstatement of driving privilege. It must be demonstrated to the Department that the petitioner has not been arrested for a drug-related offense during the revocation period, not have driven a motor vehicle without a license for at least five years, been drug free for at least five years prior to the hearing, and has completed a court approved substance abuse driver training course. The person must be supervised under a court-approved DUI program conducting substance abuse education, and report to the program for counseling evaluation and education at least four times a year, or as required by the program, for the remainder of the revocation period.

(f) Habitual offenders must serve the first year of their five year revocation prior to possible reinstatement.

(g) Persons suspended under the financial responsibility law are prohibited from any reinstatement until they comply with the requirements of the law in Chapter 324, F.S.

(h) Persons suspended pursuant to Sections 318.15 and 322.245, F.S.
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