62-330.407 General Permit for Geotechnical Investigations in Wetlands or other Surface Waters.

A general permit is granted to any person to conduct geotechnical investigations, including soil test borings, standard penetration tests, and other work involving boring, augering, or drilling in wetlands or other surface waters for the purposes of collecting geotechnical data, together with clearing for temporary access corridors to perform these investigations, subject to the following:

(1) Excavation at each soil boring, augering or coring location is limited to no more than one foot in diameter. The total area of work authorized in wetlands and other surface waters is limited to 0.5 acre, including all excavations and clearing for temporary access corridors.

(2) No drilling fluid or dredged material shall be left above grade in a wetland or other surface water.

(3) Boreholes suspected to have penetrated a confining layer shall be grouted from the bottom up by means of a tremie pipe and the severed materials shall be removed from the wetland or other surface waters.

(4) This general permit shall not apply to borings used to place seismographic charges for oil and gas exploration.

(5) This general permit does not supersede the exemption in Section 403.813(1)(v), F.S., for geotechnical, geophysical, and cultural resource data surveys, mapping, sounding, sampling, and coring associated with beach restoration and nourishment projects and inlet management activities.
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