15B-5.001 Warranty on Sale and Titling of Motor Vehicles Absorption System; Certificate Filed with Department.

(1)(a) The sale, or titling and registration, in the State of Florida of every private passenger automobile manufactured on or after September 1, 1974, shall be subject to the manufacturer’s warranty that it is equipped with an appropriate energy absorption system. Warranty provisions shall not be applicable when the manufacturer files a written certification under oath with the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles in accordance with the provisions of this regulation. The certification shall state that the motor vehicles specified therein comply with the provisions of this regulation and Section 501.125, Florida Statutes.

(b) The energy absorption system shall be so constructed that the vehicle which is equipped with it can be subject to a fixed barrier test, both front and rear, in accordance with the procedures contained in Standard SAE J850a (Society of Automotive Engineers) at a speed of five (5) miles per hour without sustaining any damage to the automobile.

(c) For the purpose of this test, the phrase “without sustaining any damage to the automobile” shall mean meeting the protective criteria contained in NHTSA Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 215 and in addition to which there shall be no visible damage to the body sheet metal or ornamentation or damage to the vehicle chassis of such magnitude to impair design or structure integrity.

(d) As a result of the test impact, damage to the energy absorption system shall be limited to:

1. Minor nicks, dents, scratches or abrasions, and

2. Reasonable system displacement or “set” not discernible to the naked eye.

(e) Each manufacturer shall, as a part of the test or tests conducted, prepare adequate and sufficient records (including photographic records) to support the certification. Test records will be maintained for a period of at least three (3) years for inspection and audit.

(2) Manufacturer’s Certification (Energy Absorption System).

(a) A certification, when filed, must be for each make of vehicle for each model year and for each model of any make of vehicle when it is determined that sufficient differences in engineering design or body configuration exist to warrant a separate test being made. No fee is charged for filing the certification.

(b) The certification shall be made under oath and with such content and substantially the same form, as follows:

STATE OF FLORIDA

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY & MOTOR VEHICLES

FLORIDA HIGHWAY PATROL

MOTOR VEHICLE INSPECTION SECTION

NEIL KIRKMAN BUILDING

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32304

CERTIFICATION OF ENERGY ABSORPTION SYSTEM

______________(Name of Manufacturer) certifies that the private passenger automobile(s) listed below can be driven, either forward or backward, directly into a standard Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE J-850) test barrier at a speed of five miles per hour without sustaining any damage to the automobile in compliance with Section 501.125, Florida Statutes, as it pertains to Energy Absorption Systems.

(List all makes and models and if any additional space is needed, use additional sheet and certify each sheet).

	
	________

	
	_____________________________

	
	Authorized Signature

	
	Sworn To and Subscribed To Before

	
	Me This ______ Day of _________

	
	19 __ .

	
	_____________________________

	
	Signature

	
	_____________________________

	
	Title of Person Administering Oath


(c) This certification to be filed with:

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles

Neil Kirkman Building

Tallahassee, Florida 32304

(d) Certification shall be filed no later than December 1, 1974, for the first year and by September 1 of each succeeding year.

Specific Authority 325.26 FS. Law Implemented 501.125 FS. History–New 11-20-75, Formerly 15B-5.01.

