6A-6.0573 Industry Certification Process.

(1) Pursuant to Section 1003.492(2), F.S., Workforce Florida, Inc.’s approved list of industry certifications, which has been named the “Workforce Florida, Inc. Comprehensive Industry Certification List for the Career and Professional Education Act, 2013-2014” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03087) is adopted by the State Board of Education and incorporated by reference in this rule. The “Workforce Florida, Inc. Comprehensive Industry Certification List for the Career and Professional Education Act, 2013-2014” may be obtained from the Department of Education, Room 744, Turlington Building, 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399.

(2) The “Comprehensive Industry Certification List” shall be published by March 1 of each calendar year. 

(3) “Industry Certification Funding List.” The Department of Education shall review the approved “Comprehensive Industry Certification List” to identify certifications deemed sufficiently rigorous academically and, thus, eligible for additional full-time equivalent (FTE) membership funding, pursuant to Section 1011.62(1), F.S. 

(a) This list will be known as the “2013-2014 Industry Certification Funding List” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03088) published by the Department of Education and is incorporated by reference in this rule. The “2013-2014 Industry Certification Funding List” may be obtained from the Department of Education, Room 744, Turlington Building, 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399.

(b) To be considered for additional full-time equivalent membership funding and included on the “2013-2014 Industry Certification Funding List,” a certification shall:

1. Be on the “Comprehensive Industry Certification List;” 

2. Be achievable by secondary students; and

3. Require a minimum of one hundred fifty (150) hours of instruction.

(c) All items on the “Industry Certification Funding List” must be industry certifications whose exams are third-party developed and given in a proctored environment with test administration procedures that ensure the validity of the exam. 

(4) No later than March 5 each year, the Department of Education shall produce a preliminary “Industry Certification Funding List” and shall show the industry certifications for which registered career and professional academy students may be reported for additional full-time equivalent membership funding by school districts under Section 1011.62(1), F.S.

(a) School districts shall be provided a period of time to request additions to the preliminary “Industry Certification Funding List” prior to publication of the final “Industry Certification Funding List” for the following school year.

(b) School districts offering career and professional academies or career-themed courses under Section 1003.492, F.S., may submit requests to include an industry certification, not on the preliminary “Industry Certification Funding List,” to the final “Industry Certification Funding List” along with supporting documentation, to the Department of Education.

1. Supporting documentation shall include a statement of justification and other resource material to document that the certification meets the requirements for inclusion on the list as specified in paragraph (3)(b) of this rule. 

2. Requests shall be submitted no later than April 1 for inclusion on the final “Industry Certification Funding List.”

3. The Department of Education shall review each request according to the above criteria and respond to the submitting school district by May 15. 

4. If the request is denied for failure to meet the criteria in paragraph (3)(b) of this rule, the specific reason for denial shall be included in the response to the school district.

(5) Pursuant to Section 1011.62(1), F.S., the weight used for the industry certification in Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) shall be based on statewide articulation agreements approved by the State Board of Education in Rule 6A-10.0401, F.A.C., which is incorporated herein by reference, by May 31 of the academic year for which the “Industry Certification Funding List” is adopted and for agreements which were valid at any time from August 1 to May 31 of the academic year.

(6) The final “Industry Certification Funding List” for the school year shall be published no later than the July 15, preceding the beginning of the school year.

(7) Conditions for the additional full-time equivalent membership funding pursuant to Section 1011.62(1), F.S. 

(a) A school district shall be eligible for additional full-time equivalent (FTE) membership under the following conditions, for a maximum of 0.3 full-time equivalent membership funding per student, for students in grades 9 through 12:

1. Student is enrolled in a registered career-themed course.

2. Student completes a certification on the “Industry Certification Funding List.”

(b) Up to three (3) certifications may be reported for a course. 

(c) School districts may report students who complete industry certifications during the update period allowed by the Department of Education for survey 5 after an initial submission as specified in Rule 6A-1.0451, F.A.C.

(d) Middle school students reported as earning a middle school only certification for which additional FTE membership was included in the district’s FEFP calculation may not use the previously funded examinations to satisfy the requirements for earning a certification on the “Industry Certification Funding List.”

(8) Registration of High School Career and Professional Academies. The Department of Education shall maintain a web site for school districts to register career and professional academies that meet the requirements of Section 1003.493, F.S. 

(a) School districts shall submit up-to-date information on each career and professional academy through an annual reporting window which shall open on or after July 15 and close on September 15, and shall remain open for a minimum of thirty days. Form FCAPEA-01, Florida Career and Professional Education Act Career and Professional Academies, (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03089) is hereby incorporated by reference in this rule to become effective October 2013 and shall be utilized for reporting the information. Form FCAPEA-01 may be found on the Department’s web site at: https://app1.fldoe.org/workforce/CAPE/.

(b) As part of the registration process, the superintendents shall certify that each academy meets all of the requirements of Section 1003.493, F.S.

(c) Eligibility for funding under Section 1011.62(1), F.S., is limited to academies registered with the Department of Education.

(d) Academies shall be registered by September 15 of the reporting year for their students to be eligible to generate the additional full-time equivalent membership funding based on the completion of industry certifications. 

(9) Registration of Middle School Career and Professional Academies. The Department of Education shall maintain a website for school districts to register middle school career and professional academies that meet the requirements of Section 1003.4935, F.S. 

(a) School districts shall submit up-to-date information on each career and professional academy through an annual reporting window which shall open on or after September 16 and close on October 15, and shall remain open for a minimum of thirty (30) days. Form FCAPEA-02, Florida Career and Professional Education Act Career and Professional Academies, (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03090) is hereby incorporated by reference in this rule to become effective October 2013, and shall be utilized for reporting the information. Form FCAPEA-02 may be found on the Department’s web site at: https://app1.fldoe.org/workforce/CAPE/. 

(b) As part of the registration process, superintendents shall certify that each academy meets all of the requirements of Section 1003.4935, F.S.

(c) Eligibility for funding under Section 1011.62(1), F.S., is limited to academies registered with the Department of Education.

(d) Academies shall be registered by October 15 of the reporting year for their students to be eligible to generate the additional full-time equivalent membership funding based on the completion of industry certifications.

(10) Registration of Career-Themed Courses. The Department of Education shall maintain a website for school districts to register career-themed courses by school that meet the statutory requirements of Section 1003.493(1), F.S. Form FCAPEA-03, Career and Professional Education Act Career-Themed Course Registration Form, (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03091) is hereby incorporated by reference in this rule to become effective October 2013, and shall be utilized for reporting the career-themed course information. Form FCAPEA-03 may be found on the Department’s web site at: https://app1.fldoe.org/workforce/CAPE.

(a) As part of the registration process, superintendents shall certify that each career-themed course meets the requirements of Section 1003.493(1), F.S., and secondary school offering the career-themed course meets all of the requirements of Section 1003.493(4) or Section 1003.4935(2), F.S.

(b) Career-themed courses shall be registered during an initial registration period from October 16 to November 30 of the reporting year for the students in those courses to be eligible to generate the additional full-time equivalent membership funding based on the completion of industry certifications. Districts will be allowed to submit updates after the initial registration period during the subsequent period of February 1 to March 1.
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