15C-6.001 Motor Vehicle Emissions Reinspection Facilities and Self-Inspectors.

(1) This rule sets forth the standards for licensing reinspection facilities and self-inspectors, operational standards and requirements, and a schedule of civil fines for failure to maintain those standards and requirements pursuant to the Florida Clean Outdoor Air Law, Sections 325.201 through 325.219, F.S.

(2) Definitions.

(a) The words or terms “department”, “inspection”, “inspection certificate”, “inspection station”, “motor vehicle” and “program area” as used in this rule shall have the meanings ascribed to them in Section 325.202, F.S.

(b) The following words or terms, as used in this rule, shall have the meanings ascribed herein to them unless context clearly requires otherwise.

1. “Private self-inspector” means any person or private entity other than a federal, state, or local government agency that owns or leases 25 or more motor vehicles that are subject to the requirements of Section 325.203, F.S., including vehicles held for resale by a motor vehicle dealer, as defined in Section 320.27, F.S., and is licensed by the department to inspect such vehicles.

2. “Governmental self-inspector” means any federal, state, or local government agency that owns or leases 25 or more motor vehicles that are subject to the requirements of Section 325.203, F.S., and is licensed by the department to inspect such vehicles.

3. “Reinspection facility” means a motor vehicle repair shop, as defined by Section 559.903(2), F.S., which has been licensed by the department to conduct reinspections of motor vehicles and to issue reinspection certificates.

4. “Bureau” means the Bureau of Emissions Control within the Division of Motor Vehicles, Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles.

5. “Loaded mode test” means an exhaust emissions test conducted on a chassis dynamometer, as specified in 40 CFR, 85.2214.

(3) Applications.

(a) No business or governmental agency located more than one half mile outside a program area will be licensed as a reinspection facility or a self-inspector.

(b) Each license application for a reinspection facility or self-inspector shall be made on form HSMV-86002, Application for a License as a Motor Vehicle Reinspection Facility or Self-Inspector, and shall be signed by the applicant or a person legally authorized to act on behalf of the applicant. If the applicant is a motor vehicle or mobile home dealer licensed under Section 320.27 or 320.77, F.S., he or she may use form HSMV-86015, Application for a License as a Motor Vehicle Emissions Reinspection Facility or Self-Inspector for Licensed Motor Vehicle or Mobile Home/R.V. Dealers. Forms cited in this rule are adopted by reference in Rule 15C-6.005, F.A.C.

(c) Each application shall be verified by oath or affirmation.

(d) Each applicant shall certify and provide documentation of the following:

1. The applicant must have purchased or leased, or intends to purchase or lease motor vehicle emissions testing equipment that complies with standards of Chapter 17-242, F.A.C. If the applicant does not service diesel powered motor vehicles he or she is not required to purchase or lease an opacity meter.

2. Each person who will be conducting emissions inspections must have completed a motor vehicle emissions testing course approved by the Department of Environmental Protection.

(e) Each applicant for a license as a reinspection facility or self-inspector who intends to conduct inspections at more than one facility shall submit a separate application for each facility.

(f) Licensed motor vehicle dealers applying for a license as a self-inspector must submit a separate application for each licensed dealership which will be inspecting vehicles, regardless of the number of facilities conducting inspections.

(g) Only licensed governmental self-inspectors may inspect motor vehicles and provide a certificate of inspection for motor vehicles which the licensee is not the registered owner or lessee, and such motor vehicles must be owned by another government agency.

1. An agreement between a governmental self-inspector and a government agency which involves the testing of motor vehicles owned or leased by that government agency must first be approved by the department. An agreement between a governmental self-inspector and a government agency to inspect motor vehicles shall be made on form HSMV-86028, Request for Approval of Inter-governmental Agreement. Forms cited in this rule are adopted by reference in Rule 15C-6.005, F.A.C.

2. The inspection fee stated in the agreement shall be that set by the department in Rule 15C-6.003, F.A.C.

3. Before February 1 of each year, each state and local government agency which owns or leases motor vehicles that are subject to inspection shall submit to the department in the prescribed format a list of all motor vehicles that are subject to inspection and shall indicate pass/fail results of the inspection for each vehicle. Any vehicle that fails the initial inspection must pass a subsequent inspection or receive a waiver within 30 days of the initial inspection.

(h) Bonds and Fees.

1. Each applicant for a license as a reinspection facility must submit a surety bond or irrevocable letter of credit in the amount of $25,000 payable to the department and valid for the licensing period. The bond or letter of credit shall be written by a surety company or bank authorized to do business in Florida and be signed by a Florida Licensed Resident Agent. If an applicant intends to have more than one testing facility a separate bond shall be submitted for each facility. If the applicant is a licensed motor vehicle or mobile home dealer under Section 320.27 or 320.77, F.S., the applicant shall submit his dealer license number in lieu of the surety bond.

2. Each applicant for a license as a private self-inspector must submit a surety bond or irrevocable letter of credit in the amount of $5,000 payable to the department and valid for the licensing period as specified in Section 325.13(4), F.S. The bond or letter of credit shall be written by a surety company or bank authorized to do business in Florida and be signed by a Florida Licensed Resident Agent. If the applicant is a motor vehicle or mobile home dealer licensed under Section 320.27 or 320.77, F.S., the applicant shall submit his dealer license number in lieu of a surety bond.

3. Each applicant for a license as a reinspection facility or private self-inspector who is not a motor vehicle or mobile home dealer licensed under Section 320.27 or 320.77, F.S., shall complete form HSMV-86021, Surety Bond Reinspection Facility or Self-Inspector. Licensed motor vehicle or mobile home dealers, applying for a license as a reinspection facility or self-inspector shall complete form HSMV-86022, Surety Bond Rider for Licensed Motor Vehicle or Mobile Home/R.V. Dealers Applying for a License as a Reinspection Facility or Self-Inspector. Forms cited in this rule are adopted by reference in Rule 15C-6.005, F.A.C.

4. Each applicant for a license as a reinspection facility or a private self-inspector must pay a nonrefundable application fee of $100. Each applicant for a license as a reinspection facility who intends to conduct inspections at more than one facility shall submit a separate application fee for each facility. If the applicant is a licensed motor vehicle or mobile home dealer under Section 320.27 or 320.77, F.S., the applicant shall submit a nonrefundable application fee of $25.

5. Each applicant for a license as a reinspector or as a private self-inspector who is not a motor vehicle dealer or a mobile home dealer licensed under Sections 320.27 or 320.77, F.S., shall pay the costs of verification of past criminal records verified through the state crime information center. Such costs are determined by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement and are specified in Rule 11C-6.004. Applicants will be informed of current costs at the time they attend the required training and information seminar for applicants.

(i) If the department determines that the vehicles in a self-inspector’s fleet are not kept in a central location the department shall authorize the self-inspector to use a mobile inspection unit to conduct fleet inspections. The mobile unit shall be designed to conduct the same inspection as the permanently located inspection stations, including loaded mode tests.

(j) A license as a self-inspector does not prevent the licensee from having his or her motor vehicles inspected at an inspection station.

(4) Certification and Licensing.

(a) No license shall be issued until the department has verified the facts set forth in the application and other information as required by Section 325.213, F.S., and has conducted an on-site inspection of the applicant’s facility to determine that the required testing equipment has been installed and is operational. The verification of facts on the application relating to the applicant’s criminal history shall not apply to applicants for a license as a governmental self-inspector. Additionally, no license for a reinspection facility or a self-inspector shall be issued unless the initial application is accompanied by documentation, issued by the department, that the applicant or a designated employee of the applicant has attended a training and information seminar provided by the department. Such seminar shall include, but not be limited to, licensing procedures and requirements, administration of emissions inspection program, emissions inspection data collection and transmission, quality assurance requirements and records keeping requirements.

(b) If the license application is complete, all supporting documents have been submitted, and preliminary review indicates the applicant is eligible for a license, the department shall notify the applicant that an on-site inspection of the applicant’s facility will be conducted. If a review of the application indicates the applicant is ineligible for a license, the application shall be denied. If the application is incomplete, the applicant shall be notified, and requested to respond within 30 days. Failure to respond to such notification shall result in the application being denied.

(c) The on-site inspection by a department representative shall verify the information provided in the application.

(d) If the applicant or employees of the applicant fail to cooperate with the department’s representative during the on-site inspection, the department shall not issue the applicant a license.

(e) After the on-site inspection is complete, the department representative shall forward an inspection report to the Bureau.

(f) If an application has been approved, the department shall issue a license. The license shall expire annually on December 31. If the applicant is licensed under Section 320.27 or 320.77, F.S., as a motor vehicle or mobile home dealer, the license shall expire when his or her motor vehicle or mobile home dealer license expires.

(g) A license as a reinspection facility or a private or governmental self-inspector is not transferable and cannot be reassigned.

(h) A licensed reinspection facility shall not use the term “State Inspection Facility” or any other term which implies that the facility is state owned or managed. Each reinspection facility must display a sign which identifies it as a “State Licensed Emissions Reinspection Facility” for identification purposes for as long as they continue to conform to the requirements for a license as a reinspection facility. Such identification signs must conform to local sign codes and must contain the license number assigned by the department to the reinspection facility. Licensed reinspection facilities may advertise their services and may use the term “State Licensed Emissions Reinspection Facility” in such advertisement, provided that the license number is included. No identification sign or advertisement shall contain any image or representation of the Great Seal of the State of Florida nor shall they contain any image or representation of any motor vehicle registration plate issued by the state of Florida. Sign and advertisements may contain the “MVIP” Motor Vehicle Inspection Program logo designed by the department.

(i) Unannounced and Scheduled Periodic Inspections.

1. A department representative shall conduct unannounced and scheduled periodic on-site inspections of reinspection facilities and self-inspectors during each licensing period to ensure that the facility continues to meet the requirements of these rules and the provisions of Sections 325.212 and 325.213, F.S.

2. If the department determines that the reinspection facility or self-inspector has failed to meet the requirements or conditions for a license as provided in these rules or Section 325.213(5), F.S., it shall impose a civil fine, suspend, or revoke the facility’s license. The department shall reissue a license if a subsequent on-site inspection indicates that the facility has taken corrective action and is in compliance with the department’s requirements and the department has reason to believe the facility will continue to meet the standards set forth in this rule and Sections 325.212 and 325.213, F.S.

3. If the licensee or employees of the licensee fail to cooperate with the department representative during unannounced or scheduled inspections, the department shall suspend or revoke the license.

(5) Renewal Applications.

(a) All renewal license applications for reinspection or self-inspection facilities shall be made on form HSMV-86002, Application for a License as a Motor Vehicle Reinspection Facility or Self-Inspector, and shall be signed by the applicant or a person authorized to act on behalf of the applicant. If the applicant is a motor vehicle or mobile home dealer licensed under Section 320.27 or 320.77, F.S., the applicant may use form HSMV-86015, Application for a License as a Motor Vehicle Emissions Reinspection Facility or Self-Inspector for Licensed Motor Vehicle or Mobile Home/R.V. Dealers. Forms cited in this rule are adopted by reference in Rule 15C-6.005, F.A.C.

(b) Each applicant for a renewal license as a reinspection facility shall submit a surety bond or irrevocable letter of credit in the amount of $25,000, payable to the department and valid for the licensing period or a certificate of continuation issued by the surety company or bank confirming that the bond or letter of credit previously issued continues in force for the renewed licensing period, and a nonrefundable renewal fee of $50. The bond or letter of credit shall be written by a surety company or bank authorized to do business in Florida and be signed by a Florida Licensed Resident Agent. An applicant with more than one testing facility shall submit a separate bond and a separate fee for each facility. If the applicant is a motor vehicle or mobile home dealer licensed under Section 320.27 or 320.77, F.S., the applicant shall submit its dealer license number in lieu of a surety bond and shall submit a nonrefundable renewal fee of $25.

(c) Each applicant for a renewal license as a private self-inspector shall submit a surety bond or irrevocable letter of credit in the amount of $5,000 payable to the department and valid for the licensing period or a certificate of continuation issued by the surety company or bank confirming that the bond or letter of credit previously issued continues in force for the renewed licensing period, and a nonrefundable renewal fee of $50. The bond or letter of credit shall be written by a surety company or bank authorized to do business in Florida and be signed by a Florida Licensed Resident Agent. If the applicant is a motor vehicle or mobile home dealer licensed under Section 320.27 or 320.77, F.S., the dealer license number shall be submitted in lieu of a surety bond and shall also submit a nonrefundable renewal fee of $25.

(d) Each applicant for a license as a reinspection facility or private self-inspector who is not a motor vehicle or mobile home dealer licensed under Section 320.27 or 320.77, F.S., shall complete form HSMV-86021, Surety Bond Reinspection Facility or Self-Inspector. Licensed motor vehicle or mobile home dealers, applying for a license as a reinspection facility or self-inspector shall complete form HSMV-86022, Surety Bond Rider for Licensed Motor Vehicle or Mobile Home/R.V. Dealers Applying for a License as a Reinspection Facility or Self-Inspector. Forms cited in this rule are adopted by reference in Rule 15C-6.005, F.A.C.

(e) A renewal application made subsequent to the license expiration date must be accompanied by a nonrefundable delinquent fee of $50 in addition to the renewal application fee.

(f) A renewal application shall be denied for failure to meet the requirements of this rule or for the reasons set forth in Section 325.213(5), F.S.

(6) Records and Reporting Requirements.

(a) Reinspection facilities and self-inspectors shall prepare and transmit data electronically through inspection station contractors in their respective counties or electronically through vendors approved by the department. Governmental self-inspectors may, with prior approval of the department, transmit emissions inspection data by means of magnetic storage media directly to the department. Data to be transmitted shall include the following information for each motor vehicle inspected:

1. Pass/fail results.

2. For gasoline powered vehicles, percentage of carbon monoxide and parts per million of hydrocarbons being emitted from the motor vehicle tailpipe.

3. For diesel powered vehicles, percentage of opacity.

4. Results of the three-component-check as defined in Rule 17-242.200, F.A.C.

5. Vehicle identification number.

6. Vehicle license plate number.

7. Types of emissions-related repairs made to the vehicle since the previous inspection, if applicable.

8. Costs of repairs, if applicable.

(b) All information transmitted through inspection station contractors shall be transmitted in accordance with the contractual agreement with the inspection station contractor establishing the electronic communication network in that county and the data transmission requirements of the test analyzer specifications established in paragraph 17-242.600(3)(c), F.A.C. All information transmitted through department approved vendors or by means of magnetic storage media shall be transmitted in accordance with specifications and requirements for data transmission established for data transmission in the contract between the inspection station contractors and the data transmission requirements of the test analyzer specifications established in paragraph 17-242.600(3)(c), F.A.C.

(c) The results of each inspection conducted by a reinspection facility or a self-inspector shall be printed on an official HSMV-86003, Vehicle Emissions Inspection Report, form. A form HSMV-86004, About Your Vehicle Emissions Inspection Report, must accompany each HSMV-86003 form generated and issued by a reinspection facility. These forms must be ordered through the bureau for delivery by a vendor authorized by the department to print and sell such forms. Forms cited in this rule are adopted by reference in Rule 15C-6.005, F.A.C.

(d) Vendors authorized to print and sell HSMV-86003, Vehicle Emissions Inspection Report, and HSMV-86004, About Your Vehicle Emissions Inspection Report, forms may distribute forms only after specific orders have been approved by the bureau and may charge a uniform price per form, as determined by contract, actual mailing or freight costs and any applicable sales tax. Forms cited in this rule are adopted by reference in Rule 15C-6.005, F.A.C.

(7) Denial, Suspension, or Revocation.

(a) The department shall deny, suspend, or revoke the license of any reinspection facility or self-inspector, issued under Sections 325.212 and 325.213, F.S., for any violation of the provisions of Section 325.213(5), F.S., or for:

1. Non-performance of the contractual agreement with inspection station contractors.

2. Cancellation, by the surety company or bank which issued the required bond or irrevocable letter of credit, respectively, at the time of application for license, when the department receives such notification in writing from the surety company or the bank.

3. Revocation or suspension of a license under Section 320.27 or 320.77, F.S., if applicable, unless the licensee submits a bond to the department as required by this rule and Sections 325.212 and 325.213, F.S.

(b) The licensee whose license has been denied, suspended, or revoked shall be entitled to a hearing pursuant to Chapter 120, F.S., to contest such denial, suspension, or revocation, and the department shall notify such licensee of this entitlement.

(c) Licensees whose license has been suspended or revoked shall:

1. Cease operations as a reinspection facility or self-inspector,

2. Surrender the license document to the department, and

3. Surrender all unused HSMV-86003, Vehicle Emissions Inspection Report, forms to the department. Forms cited in this rule are adopted by reference in Rule 15C-6.005, F.A.C.

4. Remove any signs identifying the facility as a “State Licensed Emissions Reinspection Facility” and cease any advertising that states or implies that the facility is licensed as a reinspection facility.

(8) Operational standards and requirements and civil fines.

(a) Each reinspection facility and private self-inspector shall conduct emissions inspection operations in a manner consistent with the provisions of Sections 325.201 through 325.219, and Sections 215.22, 316.2935 and 320.02, F.S., and the rules of the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles and the Department of Environmental Regulation adopted thereunder.

(b) Any act in violation of the Clean Outdoor Air Law on the part of any reinspection facility or self-inspector shall result in the imposition of a civil fine as provided for in Section 325.213(9), F.S.

(c) Schedule of violations or deficiencies and fines and sanctions. 

	
	Violation or
	Occurrence 
	
	

	
	Deficiency
	First
	Second
	Third 

	1.
	Failure to calibrate
	$100
	$250
	Suspension 

	
	or maintain equipment
	per day
	per day
	of license 

	
	(325.206(2), F.S.) 
	
	
	

	2.
	Improper inspection
	$500
	$1000
	Suspension 

	
	procedure
	
	
	of license 

	
	(325.206(2), F.S.) 
	
	
	

	3.
	Failure to comply with
	$1,000
	Suspension 
	

	
	instructions of the
	
	of license 
	

	
	department regarding
	
	upon second 
	

	
	modification of
	
	refusal to 
	

	
	inspection equipment
	
	comply with 
	

	
	(325.212(5), F.S.)
	
	an order 
	

	4.
	Providing incorrect,
	$25
	$50
	$100 

	
	incomplete, or
	each
	each
	each 

	
	illegible reports to
	report
	report
	report 

	
	motor vehicle owners 
	
	
	

	
	(325.212(3), F.S.) 
	
	
	

	5.
	Failure to transmit
	$25
	$50
	$100 

	
	or deliver required
	per
	per
	per 

	
	reports, electronic
	report
	report
	report 

	
	or paper
	per day
	per day
	per day 

	
	(325.212(7), F.S.) 
	
	
	

	6.
	Failure to maintain
	$100
	$250
	$500

	
	records 
	
	
	

	
	(325.213(1)(b), F.S.) 
	
	
	

	7.
	Allowing unauthorized
	$500
	$1000
	Suspension 

	
	or uncertified person
	
	
	of license 

	
	to conduct inspection 
	
	
	

	
	(325.213(1)(d), F.S.) 
	
	
	

	8.
	Unauthorized charging
	$500
	$1000
	Suspension 

	
	for inspection
	
	
	of license 

	
	(325.212(1) and (9), F.S.) 
	
	
	

	9.
	Use of improper
	$1000
	Suspension
	Revocation 

	
	standards
	
	of license
	of license 

	
	(325.212(5) and 
	
	
	

	
	325.213(1)(c), F.S.) 
	
	
	

	10.
	Substituting vehicle
	Suspension
	Revocation 
	

	
	for inspection purposes
	of license
	of license 
	

	
	(325.213(5)(e), F.S.) 
	
	
	

	11.
	Providing false
	$500
	$1000
	Suspension 

	
	information to enable
	
	
	of license 

	
	vehicle owner to 
	
	
	

	
	improperly obtain 
	
	
	

	
	waiver or exemption 
	
	
	

	
	(325.212(9), F.S.) 
	
	
	

	12.
	Inspecting vehicles
	$500
	$1000
	Suspension 

	
	not authorized to
	
	
	of license 

	
	inspect 
	
	
	

	
	(325.212(1) and 
	
	
	

	
	325.213(8), F.S.) 
	
	
	

	13.
	Failure to provide
	$50
	$50
	$50 

	
	repair customer with 
	
	
	

	
	required information. 
	
	
	

	
	(Reinspection facility 
	
	
	

	
	only.) 
	
	
	

	
	(325.211(3), F.S.) 
	
	
	

	14.
	Use of uncertified
	$1000
	$1000
	$1000 

	
	equipment
	per
	per
	per 

	
	(325.212(5) and
	day
	day
	day 

	
	325.213(1)(c), F.S.) 
	
	
	

	15.
	Possession or use
	Revocation 
	
	

	
	of unauthorized
	of license 
	
	

	
	inspection reports 
	
	
	

	
	(325.216, F.S.) 
	
	
	

	16.
	Failure to cooperate
	Suspension
	Revocation 
	

	
	or refusal to allow
	of licenses
	of license 
	

	
	department employee 
	
	
	

	
	or agent to inspect 
	
	
	

	
	records or equipment 
	
	
	

	
	(325.213(1)(b), F.S.) 
	
	
	

	17.
	Relocating business
	Revocation 
	
	

	
	without authorization
	of license 
	
	

	
	(325.213(1)(b), F.S.) 
	
	
	


(d) Failure to pay fines within the time allotted by the department shall result in license revocation.

(e) Unless otherwise specified in subsection (c), a fourth violation for any of the offenses listed in subsection (c) shall result in license revocation.

(f) To protect the integrity of the emissions inspection computer system and to assure that emissions inspection data entered on official motor vehicle records is correct and precise, the department shall temporarily lock out electronic computer support and security access to the emissions inspection system upon preliminary determination that a licensee has failed to properly calibrate or maintain emissions inspection equipment or has violated access security standards by allowing unauthorized or uncertified persons to conduct emissions inspections or reinspections. Such lock outs shall be removed upon confirmation that the malfunction has been rectified or the facility has employed certified inspector as applicable. Lock outs shall remain in place if the department files an administrative complaint against the licensee until the complaint is resolved.

Specific Authority 325.219 FS. Law Implemented 325.212, 325.213 FS. History–New 9-18-90, Amended 2-11-92, 11-10-92, 10-2-95, 11-17-98.

